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REVISIONS 
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— STATISTICAL SUMMARY 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Western Australia statistical summary 
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Western Australia statistical summary 


Contents >> Statistical summary >> Western Australia statistical summary 


SOCIAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICAL SUMMARY 


Population 


= The preliminary estimated resident population of Western Australia at 30 June 2009 
was 2.237 million, an increase of 0.6% from March 2009 and 3% from the previous 
year. 

= For the 12 months ending June 2009, Western Australia recorded the largest 
percentage gain (3%), ahead of Queensland (2.6%), Northern Territory (2.3%) and 
Victoria (2.1%). Nationally, the population grew 2.1% to 21.9 million persons. 


Births 


= Of all the states and territories, Western Australia had the highest annual proportional 
increase (9.2%) the number of births, rising from 29,200 in 2007 to 31,800 in 2008. 

= Since 2002, when fertility reached an historic low of 1.70 babies per woman, the total 
fertility rate (TFR) of Western Australian women has trended upwards, reaching 2.12 
babies per woman in 2008. This was the highest TFR recorded for this state since 
1976. 

# In line with national trends, the recent increase in the TFR is the result of higher fertility 
among older women. Women aged 30-34 years recorded the highest fertility rates of all 
age groups. 

= Life expectancy has continued to rise for both sexes. The life expectancy of a child 
born between 2006 and 2008 was estimated to be 79.3 years for boys and 84.0 years 
for girls. A decade ago, life expectancy at birth was three years lower for boys (76.1) 
and two years lower for girls (81.9). 


Deaths 
= During the last decade, the crude death rate has remained fairly constant, at around 
5.9 per 1,000 of the total Western Australian population, However, the infant mortality 


rate has continued to decline, dropping from 4.7 in 1998 to just 3.5 in 2008. Over the 
same period, the Indigenous infant mortality rate has fallen from 16.9 to 10.1. 

=» Cancer (malignant neoplasms), ischaemic heart disease and stroke continue to be the 
main causes of death. Together, these accounted for more than half (54%) of all deaths 
in Western Australia in 2007. 


Marriages and Divorces 


= In the ten years to 2008, the median age at first marriage in Western Australia 
increased to 29.9 years for males and 27.8 years for females. 

= The divorce rate has decreased over the past decade, falling from 2.9 divorces per 
1,000 of the estimated resident population in 1998 to 2.2 in 2008. 


Education and Training 


=» The apparent retention rates to Year 12, in 2008, increased to almost 74% for all full- 
time school students in 2008. While the retention rate for Indigenous students 
continued to be considerably lower than that of all students, it increased from 29% to 
40% from 2007 to 2008. 

= In 2008, almost six in ten Western Australians aged 25-64 years had obtained a non- 
school educational qualification. Of the total population in this age group, 23% hada 
Bachelor degree or above and 36% had an Advanced diploma or below. 


Crime and Justice 


= In 2008, the number of crime victims, recorded by Western Australia Police, decreased 
from the previous year for sexual assault, robbery, assault, homicide and related 
offences, kidnapping/abduction, and blackmail/extortion. 

= Over the same period, there was an increase in the number of victims of motor vehicle 
theft, other theft and unlawful entry with intent. 


The following link takes you to the Excel data cube: 


Statistical Summary (Social) 


ECONOMIC STATISTICAL SUMMARY 


Employment and Earnings 


» Western Australia's unemployment was unchanged from January to February 2010, 
remaining at 5.0% in both trend and seasonally adjusted terms and below the national 
figure of 5.3%. 

= In the August quarter 2009, the average weekly total earnings for all employees rose to 
$1,018 (0.7%) in seasonally adjusted terms and $1,020 (1.0%) in trend terms. 


State Accounts 


» State final demand (trend chain volume measures) in Western Australia increased for 


the third consecutive quarter in December 2009 (up by 1.4%), matching domestic final 
demand growth at the national level. 

= Contributing to this increase was a strong quarterly growth in public gross fixed capital 
formation (4.8% in trend and 16% in seasonally adjusted terms). 


Prices 


= Perth's Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased 0.8% in the September quarter 2009. 
This was identical to the June quarter increase, which followed two quarters of decline. 

= In the December quarter 2009, the Wage Price Index (WPI) for Western Australia 
increased by 0.8% in original terms, which was similar to the national increase (0.7%). 
Of the states and territories, the Northern Territory (1.2%) had the largest increase 
while New South Wales had the lowest (0.4%). 

= In the September quarter 2009, the established house price index rose for the second 
consecutive quarter. The preliminary index figure was 4.5% higher than for the previous 
quarter and 4.4% higher than for the same quarter of 2008. 

= The project house price index rose marginally (0.3%) in the September quarter 2009. 


Consumption 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, monthly retail turnover in Western Australia increased by 
0.7% in November 2009, to nearly $2.2 billion, after an increase of 1.1% in the previous 
month. 

= In January 2010, sales of new motor vehicles increased for the seventh consecutive 
month. In seasonally adjusted terms, total sales were almost 5% higher than in the 
previous month and over 14% higher than in January 2009. 


International Merchandise Trade 


= In September 2009, the value of exports from Western Australia fell back to 17.4 billion. 
However, this was $1.6 billion higher than the pre-GFC value (September 2007). 

= China was the main export destination, receiving goods from Western Australia to the 
value of more than $6 billion in the September quarter 2009. 

= The total value of imports to Western Australia was 23% lower in the September 
quarter 2009 than in the same quarter of the previous year ($6.6 billion compared with 
$8.6 billion). 

=» Non-monetary gold, in the form of leaf, foil, bullion and other fabricated gold products, 
which are sent to Western Australia for processing, continue to be the largest 
contributor to the total value of imports. 


Investment and Finance 


= In December 2009, the total number of dwelling commitments for owner-occupied 
housing decreased marginally (down 0.2%) in trend terms. This was the first monthly 
decrease since August 2008. 

= Total new capital expenditure for Western Australia fell in the December quarter (chain 
volume terms) by 2.3% (trend) and 2.6% (Seasonally adjusted). 

= A large fall in the capital expenditure on building and structures in the December 


quarter (4.4% trend, 6.7% seasonally adjusted) was offset by a strong increase in 
capital expenditure on equipment, plant and machinery, recording growth of 3.0% in 
trend and 6.3% in seasonally adjusted terms. 

» After large increases in the previous two months, commercial finance commitments fell 
by 2% in December 2009. The December value of just under $3.1 billion was 0.8% 
higher than the value in the same month of the previous year. 

= In December 2009, the value of personal finance commitments increased by almost 4% 
to over $1.1 billion; this was 15% higher than for the same month of the previous year. 


Construction 


=» The seasonally adjusted value of all building work done in the June quarter 2009 was 
estimated to be around $2.5 billion. This was almost 4% lower than for the previous 
quarter and almost 5% lower than for the June quarter 2008. 

= The value of residential building work done in the June quarter fell by 0.5% to $1.6 
billion. This was nearly 6% lower than for the same quarter of 2008. 

= The total number of dwelling commencements fell by 1.2% in the June quarter 2009 
and by 28% from the corresponding quarter of 2008, the largest annual decrease since 
June 2001. 

» Residential building approvals continued to rise steadily in January 2010, increasing by 
1.0% in trend terms to 2114, after increases of 1.7% in November and 1.1% in 
December 2009. 


Mining and Energy 


= In the September quarter 2009, mineral exploration expenditure was down 22% in 
seasonally adjusted and 27% in trend terms on the same quarter of the previous year. 

= Expenditure on iron ore exploration remained steady in the September quarter, 
equating to almost 45% of the total minerals exploration expenditure in Western 
Australia. 

= The quantity of iron ore produced in the September quarter 2009 was almost 8% higher 
than in the previous quarter and 14% higher than in the September quarter 2008. 

= Energy production, in the form of both crude oil and natural gas, increased in the 
September quarter 2009 (up by 5.7% and 1.4% respectively in original terms). Natural 
gas production was 27% higher than in the September quarter of 2008. 


Tourism 


= In the December quarter 2009, almost 78,000 overseas visitors arrived in Western 
Australia on holiday, an increase of 1.9% on the same quarter of 2008. The most 
common country of origin was the United Kingdom, closely followed by Singapore and 
Malaysia. 

= In the December quarter 2009, 157,000 residents left Western Australia for overseas 
holidays, up by 35% on the same quarter of 2008. 

= The popular destination of Indonesia received 91% more visitors from this state, in 
comparison with the December quarter of the previous year. Japan and Malaysia saw 
increases of 46% and 42% respectively. 


The following links will take you to the Excel data cube: 


Statistical Summary (Economic) 
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Contents >> Population 


Ri POPULATION 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Population growth 
Births 
Deaths (including Causes of Death) 
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Population growth 


Contents >> Population >> Population growth 
POPULATION GROWTH 


= The preliminary estimated resident population for Western Australia was 2.237 million 
as at 30 June 2009, an increase of 0.6% from March 2009 and 3% from the previous 
year. 

= For the 12 months ending 30 June 2009, Western Australia recorded the largest 
percentage gain (3%), ahead of Queensland (2.6%), Northern Territory (2.3%) and 
Victoria (2.1%). Nationally the population grew 2.1% to 21.9 million persons. 


1 June Key Figures 


Population at end Jun qtr 2009 Change over previous Change over previous 

year year 

PRELIMINARY DATA ‘000 ‘000 % 
Western Australia 2 236.9 65.7 3.0 


Australia 21 874.9 443.1 2.1 


Source: Australian Demographic Statistics (cat. no. 3101.0). 


POPULATION GROWTH 


—— Net Overseas Migration 5000 
Net Interstate Migration 4 
- - - Natural berease 


Jun Jun Jun Jun Jun 
2005 2006 DOOF 2008 2008 


Source: Austraian Demagraphic Statistics, cat. na 3207 0. 


» In the quarter ending 30 June 2009, an estimated 12,600 people were added to the 
Western Australian population through net overseas migration (7,400), natural increase 
(4,800) and net interstate migration (400). 

» While still the largest component of population growth, net overseas migration dropped 
sharply from its peak of 14,000 in the previous quarter. Historically, this population 
component has been very volatile with the June quarter generally recording lower 
figures than other periods in the year 

= In the year to June 2009, the principal component of population growth was net 
overseas migration, followed by natural increase. Net interstate migration formed a 
relatively small component of the growth. 


The link below takes you to data on Population Change and Components (Table 2) and 
Estimated Resident Population (Table 4) on the Downloads page of Australian 
Demographic Statistics, June 2009 (cat. no 3101.0). 
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Births 


Contents >> Population >> Births 


BIRTHS 


= From 2007 to 2008, Western Australia had the highest proportional increase (9.2%) in 
the number of births of all the states and territories. 

= Since 2002, when fertility reached an historic low of 1.70 babies per woman, the total 
fertility rate (TFR) has trended upwards, reaching 2.12 babies per woman in 2008. This 
was the highest TFR recorded for this state since 1976. 


TOTAL FERTILITY RATE, 1975-2008 (a) 
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ih) Year ending 30 Jure. 
Source: Austratian Historical Papulatian Statisties (eat. ne. 3206.0.66 002) 


In line with national trends, the recent increase in the TFR would appear to be the 
result of higher fertility among older women. Women aged 30-34 years recorded the 
highest fertility rates of all age groups. 

In the ten years to 2008, the number of births to Western Australian women aged 35 
years and over rose by 79%. These births represented 15% of all births in 1998, 
climbing to 21% by 2008. Women in this age group had an age-specific fertility rate of 
just 18.1 births per 1,000 in 1998, rising to 30.7 in 2008. 

In contrast, the age-specific fertility rate of women aged 15-19 years has barely 
changed over the decade, decreasing slightly over the first few years, from 21.4 in 
1998, then increasing again to 22.8 in 2008. This compares with an age-specific fertility 
rate of 116.6 for Indigenous women in the 15-19 age group. 

High fertility rates at younger ages contribute to the relatively high overall fertility rate of 
Indigenous women both in Western Australia and nationally. The TFR for Indigenous 
women in this state rose to 3.16 babies per woman in 2008 from 2.75 babies per 
woman in the previous year. In 2008, there were 2,500 births registered in Western 
Australia where at least one parent self-identified as being of Indigenous origin (almost 
8% of all births). 

Ex-nuptial births accounted for approximately 38% of all births registered in Western 
Australia in 2008; this was similar to the proportion in 2007 but substantially higher than 
in 1998 (32%). 

Life expectancy has continued to rise for both sexes. The life expectancy of a child 
born between 2006 and 2008 was estimated to be 79.3 years for boys and 84.0 years 
for girls. One decade ago life expectancy at birth was three years lower for boys (76.1) 
and two years lower for girls (81.9). 


2 Births, Selected Indicators, 2008 


Unit 2008 2007 1998 

Crude birth rate(a) rate 14.7 13.8 13.6 
Total fertility rate(b) 

All births rate 2.120 1.989 1.781 

Births to Indigenous women rate 3.160 2.746 na. 
Registered births 

Total no. 31 850 29 164 24 717 

Nuptial no. 19 713 18 031 16 861 

Ex-nuptial no. 12 137 11 133 7 856 
Age of mother 

15-19 years no. 1 686 1 485 1 358 

35 years and over no. 6 817 6 145 3 804 
Age-specific fertility 

15-19 years rate 22.8 20.5 21.4 

35 years and over rate 30.7 26.3 18.1 


Median age of mother 


Total years 30.3 30.3 29.3 


Indigenous years 24.2 23.9 na. 
Life expectancy at birth 

Males years 79.3 79.2 76.1 

Females years 84.0 84.0 81.9 


(a) Number of births registered in the calendar year per 1,000 of the estimated resident population at 30 June of 
that year. 

(b) The sum of age-specific fertility rates (live births at each age of mother per 1,000 of the estimated female 
population of women of that age. It represents the number of children a female would bear during her lifetime if 
she experienced current age-specific fertility rates at each age of her reproductive life. 

(c) Based on death rates over a three year period during which mortality has remained much the same: 
2006-2008; 2005-2007; and 1996-1998. 

Source: Births, Australia (cat. no. 3301.0); Australian Historical Population Statistics (cat. no. 3105.0.65.001) 


The following link takes you to summary births data (1998-2008) for Australian states and 
territories for total populations (Table 1) and for Indigenous populations (Table 9) on the 
Downloads page of Births, Australia, 2008, (cat. no 3301.0). 


The next link takes you to historical data from Australian Historical Population Statistics (cat. 
no 3105.0.65.001) 
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Deaths (including Causes of Death) 


Contents >> Population >> Deaths (including Causes of Death) 


DEATHS 
3 DEATHS, Selected Indicators, 2008 
2008 2007 1998 
Crude death rate(a) 5.9 5.8 5.9 
Infant mortality rate(b) 
Total(c) 3.5 3.9 4.7 
Indigenous 10.1 10.2 16.9 


Non-indigenous 2.9 3.1 4.6 


(a) Number of deaths registered in the calendar year per 1,000 of the estimated resident population at 30 June of 
that year. 

(b) Number of deaths registered in the calendar year of infants under 12 months of age per 1,000 live births 
registered in that calendar year. 

(c) Includes infants for whom Indigenous status was not provided. 

Source: Deaths, Australia 2008 (cat. no 3302.0) 


= While the crude death rate has remained fairly constant over the last decade (around 
5.9 per 1,000 of the total Western Australian population), infant mortality rate has 
continued to decline, dropping from 4.7 to just 3.5. 

=» Over the same period, the Indigenous infant mortality rate has fallen from 16.9 to 10.1. 


4 CAUSES OF DEATH (a) (b) 


Unit 1997 2004 2005 2006 2007(c) 


Leading causes of death (all deaths) and ICD 


code 
Cancer (C00-D48) % 28.5 30.5 30.8 31.2 30.5 
Ischaemic heart disease (120-125) % 20.2 17.4 17.5 16.3 16.2 
Stroke (160-169) % 9.2 8.1 7.4 7.6 6.9 


Selected cancer and ICD code 
Male lung cancer (of male deaths) 


9 
(C33-C34) % 6.7 7.0 7.9 7.4 6.8 
Female lung cancer (of female é 
deaths) (C33-C34) % 3.7 4.6 4.8 4.7 5.0 
Female breast cancer (of female ‘ 
deaths) (C50) % 4.5 4.1 4.4 np 4.3 
oe cancer (of male deaths) % 32 37 39 Al 35 
Skin cancer (of all deaths) (C43) % 0.7 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.0 
Heart disease 
Male ischaemic heart disease (of ‘ 
male deaths) (120-125) % 21.1 18.4 17.9 17.5 17.4 
Female ischaemic heart disease (of % 
female deaths) (120-125) % 19.2 16.3 17.1 14.8 14.8 
Accidents and suicide (V01-Y98) 
Transport accidents (V01-V99, Y85 ) 
Males (of male deaths) % 2.9 2.6 2.2 2.7 3.3 
15-24 years (of male Pp 
deaths 15-24 years) % 38.7 35.0 36.2 43.0 33.6 
Females (of female deaths) % 1.2 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.0 
15-24 years (of 
female deaths 15-24 % 26.3 28.8 31.6 30.2 30.8 
years) 
Suicide (X60-X84, Y87.0)(d) 
Males (of male deaths) % 3.6 2.7 2.8 2.5 3.1 
15-24 years (of male 6 
deaths 15-24 years) % 22.7 15.0 23.3 17.2 29.3 
Females (of female deaths) % 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.9 1.0 
15-24 years (of 
female deaths 15-24 % 15.8 9.6 7.9 17.0 19.2 
years) 
Total male deaths no. 5774 5 850 5 974 6 186 6 448 
Total female deaths no. 5 033 5 334 5 323 5 457 5 835 
Total male deaths 15-24 years no. 150 120 116 128 116 
Total female deaths 15-24 years no. 57 52 38 53 52 
Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) no. 5.3 3.9 4.6 4.9 2.4 


np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated 

(a) Causes of death statistics have been compiled in respect of the state or territory of usual residence of the 
deceased. 

(b) Causes of death data for 2007 are subject to revision. See Explanatory Notes 3-4 in the source publication for 
further information 

(c) See Explanatory Notes 67-82 for further information on specific issues relating to 2007 data. 

(d) Care needs to be taken in interpreting figures relating to suicide due to limitations of the data. See Explanatory 
Notes 78-79 and Technical Note: ABS coding of suicide deaths for further information. 

Sources: Causes of Death, Australia, 2007 (cat. no. 3303.0); Deaths, Australia 2008 (cat. no 3302.0). ABS data 
available on request. 


= In 2007, there were 12,283 deaths registered in Western Australia. The main causes of 
death were cancer (malignant neoplasms), ischaemic heart disease and stroke, 
together accounting for more than half (54%) of all deaths. Transport accidents were 
responsible for 270 deaths (2.2%). 

= The proportion of deaths caused by cancer (30.5%) was slightly higher than in 1997 


(28.5%). By contrast, ischaemic heart disease (16%) and stroke (6.9%) accounted for a 
smaller proportion of deaths in 2007 than in 1997 (20% and 9.2% respectively). 

In 2007, the total number of deaths in the 15-24 year age group was twice as high for 
males (116) as for females (52). Transport accidents accounted for more male (34%) 
than female (31%) deaths in this younger age group, although the difference in these 
proportions was smaller than in the previous year (43% compared with 30%). 

Suicide deaths in 2007 were much higher for males than females in this younger age 
group. Of the 44 deaths caused by ‘intentional self harm’ among persons aged 15-24 
years, 34 were male and 10 were female. Suicide accounted for 29% of male deaths in 
this age group, compared with 19% of female deaths. However, in 2006, these 
proportions were virtually identical (both around 17%). 


This first link takes you to data cubes on the Downloads page of Deaths Australia, 2008 
(cat. no. 3302.0) including Death rates (1998-2008); Life expectancy and Infant 
mortality ( including some data for the Indigenous population). 


The next link takes you to data cubes on the Downloads page of Causes of Death, 
2007 
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ai SOCIAL TRENDS 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Marriages and divorces 
Education and Training 
Crime and justice 
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MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES 


1 MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES, Selected Indicators 


Unit 2008 2007 1998 
Crude marriage rate(a) rate 5.7 5.8 5.9 
Crude divorce rate(b) rate 2.2 2.3 2.9 
Median age at first marriage 
Males years 29.9 30.0 28.2 
Females years 27.8 


27.8 26.2 


(a) Number of marriages registered in the calendar year per 1,000 of the estimated resident population at 30 June 


of that year. 


(a) Number of divorces granted in the calendar year per 1,000 of the estimated resident population at 30 June of 


that year. 


Source: Marriages, Australia, 2007 (cat. no. 3306.0.55.001); Marriages and Divorces, Australia, 2008 (cat. no 


3310.0) 


= In the past decade the median age at first marriage has steadily increased for both 
sexes reaching 29.9 years for males and 27.8 years for females in 2008. 

= The crude divorce rate has decreased over the last decade, falling from 2.9 divorces 
per 1,000 of the estimated resident population in 1998 to 2.2 in 2008. 


The following link takes you to the most recent data from the Downloads page of 


Marriages and Divorces, Australia, 2008 (cat. no. 3310.0) 


The second link takes you to earlier data from the Downloads page of Marriages, 


Australia 2007 (cat. no. 3306.0.55.001) 
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
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= In 2008, there were 350,000 primary and secondary students attending schools full- 
time in Western Australia. Two-thirds (66%) of these students were attending 
government schools, similar to the national average (66%). Over the past decade the 
proportion of students attending government schools in Western Australia has steadily 


declined from 72% in 1998. 
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Apparent retention rates, for full-time school students from Year 7/8 to Year 12, for the 
state increased for both males and females from 2007 to 2008. For males, the apparent 
retention rate increased from 64% to 68% while, for females, it rose from 76% to 80%. 
This was a reversal of the trend in apparent retention rates, which had been declining 
in the state since 2005. 

More than half (52%) of all 15-24 year olds in Western Australia were participating in 
education in 2008. This was the lowest rate of all states and territories in Australia and 
was below the national participation rate of 59% for this age group. 

From 2006 to 2007 the number of students in Western Australia attending a Vocational 
Education and Training institution increased by 3.7%, to 142,300. Meanwhile the 
number of higher education students rose by 5.3% to 106,200. 

Overseas students accounted for 30% of all students attending higher education 
institutions in 2007, up from 28% in 2006. The proportion of overseas students 
attending higher education institutions in the state has doubled since 2001 (15%). 

In 2008, almost 6 in 10 Western Australians aged 25-64 years had obtained a non- 
school educational qualification. Of the total population in this age group, 23% hada 
Bachelor degree or above and 36% an Advanced diploma or below. 

= Increasing participation in non-school education and greater demand for skilled workers 
are reflected in the rising number of people with non-school qualifications. From 1998 
to 2008 the proportion of the state population aged 25-54 years with a non-school 
qualification rose from 47% to 59%. 


The link below provides time series data (1998 to 2008) on a Summary of Education and 
Training statistics from Australian Social Trends, Data Cube - Education and training - 
National and state summary tables (cat. no. 4102.0). 
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RECORDED CRIME - VICTIMS 


= In 2008, the number of victims recorded by Western Australia Police decreased from 
the previous year for sexual assault, robbery and assault. The recorded number of 
victims of homicide and related offences, as well as kidnapping/abduction, and 
blackmail/extortion, also decreased slightly. 

Sexual assaults recorded by police decreased by nearly 10% in 2008, the highest 
proportional decrease among the published offences. In total, there were almost 1,800 
victims of recorded sexual assault, about 190 fewer than in 2007. 

The next highest proportional decrease related to robbery, which fell by 8% to around 
1,700 recorded victims. There was also a small decrease (1.5%) in the number of 
assault victims (21,100) recorded by the police. 


VICTIMS (a), Sekected offences, Percentage change 2007 ta 2008 


Motor vehicle theft 

Other thatt 

Unteveful entry vith intent 
Assault 

Robhery and related (h) 
Sexual assault 


-10 -5 is) 5 10 
%c hange 
(a) The definition of a victim varies according to the category of offerne (see Glossary 4510.0) 
Seuree: Recorded Crime - Vietine, Austratia (4520.0) 


In 2008, the number of victims recorded by police increased for motor vehicle theft, 
other theft and unlawful entry with intent. 

Motor vehicle theft increased by 6.5% from the previous year, with victim numbers 
rising to nearly 7,800. Despite this increase, the 2008 figure was still well below the 
number of motor vehicle theft victims recorded in 2003 (10,700), before laws relating to 
the fitting of immobilisers on second-hand vehicles were changed. In December 2006, 
77% of all registered vehicles in Western Australia had immobilisers fitted while the 
national average was 54%. 

Increases were recorded for victims of other theft (3.6%) and for victims of unlawful 
entry with intent (0.5%). 

In 2008, the victimisation rates for Western Australia, for the following selected 
personal offences, were: 


- Homicide and related offences: 1.8 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 2.0 in 
2007 


- Assault: 976.3 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 1018.0 in 2007 

- Sexual assault: 83.1 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 94.5 in 2007 

- Kidnapping/abduction: 1.3 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 1.7 in 2007 
- Robbery: 78.4 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 87.8 in 2007 

- Blackmail/extortion: 4.6 victims per 100,000 persons, down from 4.8 in 2007 


The link below provides time series data (1999 to 2008) on selected offences for 
Western Australia from Recorded Crime - Victims, Australia, 2008 (cat. no. 4510.0). 
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Pe EMPLOYMENT AND EARNINGS 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Labour Force Status 
Industry of employment 
Average weekly earnings 
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LABOUR FORCE STATUS 


FEBRUARY KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 


Feb 2010 Jan 2010 Feb 2009 

Trend 
Employed Persons (‘000) 1178.5 1175.2 1 168.0 
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.0 5.0 4.1 


Participation Rate (%) 68.3 68.3 69.1 


Employed Persons (‘000) 1181.1 1175.0 1 165.0 


Unemployment Rate (%) 5.0 5.0 4.2 


Participation Rate (%) 68.4 68.2 69.0 


Source: Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0). 


=» Western Australia's unemployment was unchanged from January to February 2010, 
remaining at 5.0% in both trend and seasonally adjusted terms and below the national 
figure of 5.3%. 

= Between October 2008 and July 2009, Western Australia's trend unemployment rate 
increased from 2.7% to 5.4% as the impact of the GFC took effect. The labour force is 
now showing slow signs of recovery, with unemployment falling, or remaining steady, 
for each of the seven months to February 2010. 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: Trend 
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Source: Lahaur Force, Austratia, cat. na, 6202.0. 


= For about five years from September 2003, unemployment rates remained lower for 
Western Australian males than for females, largely as a consequence of the male- 
dominated resources boom. With the advent of the economic downturn in late 2008 
and associated job losses in mining and mining support activities, the gap between the 
sexes in unemployment levels diminished, briefly reaching parity in June and July 2009. 
However, the gap has again widened, with 4.6% of males in the labour force being 
unemployed compared with 5.4% of females (trend) in February 2010. 
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Sauce Labour Force Australia, Spreadsheets, cat. na 6202.0 


= The total number of employed persons in Western Australia increased in February 
2010 by about 3,300 in trend and 6,100 in seasonally adjusted terms. This was the first 
month in which the total number of employed persons surpassed the previous high of 
about 1.18 million (trend) in October 2008 before the GFC took effect. 


This link provides access to labour force data (1978 to 2009, All Series) from Labour 
Force, Australia, Spreadsheets (cat. no 6202.0). Table 8 is one of several tables 
containing data for Western Australia. 
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INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYMENT 


NUMBER OF EMPLOYED PERSONS, by Industry (Original data) 


Feb 09 Nov 09 Feb 10 


‘000 ‘000 ‘000 
Western Australia 1163.4 1 162.9 1179.5 
Industry(a) 

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 50.1 37.3 36.3 
Mining 56.8 63.7 74.1 
Manufacturing 102.9 96.3 91.4 
Electricity, gas, water and waste services 22.6 12.1 14.7 
Construction 122.3 125.4 124.8 
Wholesale trade 42.1 41.1 43.5 
Retail trade 146.4 126.6 112.6 
Accommodation and food services 65.2 72.1 70.2 
Transport, postal and warehousing 59.7 57.8 63.1 
Information media and telecommunications 14.0 17.9 13.5 
Financial and insurance services 26.0 27.1 27.8 
Rental, hiring and real estate services 21.0 19.0 16.6 
Professional, scientific and technical services 66.4 84.4 91.6 
Administrative and support services 35.7 39.1 38.1 
Public administration and safety 74.7 63.4 69.0 
Education and training 77.1 97.4 94.3 
Health Care and social assistance 115.1 114.0 119.9 
Arts and recreation services 19.6 19.7 16.0 
Other services 45.9 48.5 61.9 


(a) Industry estimates are classified to the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 
(ANZSIC) 2006. 
Source: Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, Quarterly (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003) 


= In the February quarter 2010, the industries which recorded the largest losses in 
employment (in original data terms) were Retail trade (down 11%, 14,000 persons); 
Information media and telecommunications (down 25%, 4,400 persons); Arts and 
recreation services (down 19%, 3,700 persons); and Rental, hiring and real estate 
services (down 13%, 2,400 persons). 

= In contrast, employment growth in industries was largest in Mining (up 16%, 10,400 
persons); Transport, postal and warehousing (up 9%, 5,300 persons); and Public 
administration and safety (up 9%, 5,600 persons). 

=» Employment in the Retail trade industry fell by more than 23%, or 33,800 persons 
(original data) in the past year. This decrease is in contrast to the large increase in 
retail employees in February 2009 (to 146,000 persons) as the government rolled out 
its stimulus packages. 

= By comparison, the Mining industry has experienced strong growth in the number of 
employed persons in the past year (up over 30%, or 17,300 persons) after recording 
falls in late 2008/early 2009. This resurgence reflects the commencement of new 


mining and resource projects in Western Australia. 


This link provides access to labour force data from Labour Force, Australia, Detailed, 
Quarterly, Feb 2010 (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003). Table 5 contains Industry data for Western 
Australia. 
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AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


NOVEMBER KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 


Nov qtr 2009 Aug 09 to Nov 09 Nov 08 to Nov 09 
$ % change % change 


Trend Estimates 


Full-time adult ordinary time earnings 1 333.7 1.8 7.2 


Full-time adult total earnings 1 399.0 1.2 5.3 


All employees total earnings 1035.9 1.3 5.3 


Seasonally Adjusted Estimates 


Full-time adult ordinary time earnings 1 335.3 2.0 7.2 


Full-time adult total earnings 1 399.3 1.3 5.2 


All employees total earnings 1 037.7 1.7 5.3 


Source: Average Weekly Earnings, Australia (cat. no. 6302.0). 


» Average weekly ordinary time earnings for full-time adults rose 1.8% in trend terms and 
2.0% in seasonally adjusted terms in the November quarter 2009, while the annual 
increase was identical (7.2%) for the two series. 

=» The average total weekly earnings for all employees rose 1.7% (Seasonally adjusted) 
and 1.3% (trend) in the November quarter. 

=» For November 2008 to November 2009, the average total weekly earnings for all 
employees increased 5.3% in both seasonally adjusted and trend terms. 


FULL-TIME ADULT TOTAL EARNINGS, Public and Private: Original 
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Source: Average Weebly Carnings, Austratia (est. na 6302.0). 


= In original terms, average weekly total earnings for full-time adults have been higher for 
private sector than public sector workers since the May quarter 2006, a reversal of the 
previous 10 years when public sector earnings were consistently higher than private 
sector earnings. However, after the difference in sector earnings reached a peak of 
$138 per week in the February quarter 2008, the gap has since closed, with the 


difference only $13 per week as of the November quarter 2009. 


This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, 
Nov 2009 (cat. no. 6302.0). Tables 11E and 12E contain Average Weekly Earnings, Western 
Australia in trend and seasonally adjusted terms. Table 14E contains Average Weekly 


Earnings, Private and Public Sectors for Western Australia. 
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STATE ACCOUNTS 


This section contains the following subsection : 
State Final Demand 
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STATE FINAL DEMAND 


DECEMBER KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 


Change from 


Sep qtr 09 to Dec qtr 09 Dec qtr 08 to Dec qtr 09 
% % 
Trend 

Final consumption expenditure 
General government 1.4 4.7 
Households 0.9 3.6 
Total final consumption expenditure 1.0 3.8 
Private gross fixed capital formation 1.3 1.7 
Public gross fixed capital formation 4.8 9.2 


State final demand 1.4 3.4 


Seasonally Adjusted 


Final consumption expenditure 


General government 2.6 5.8 
Households 0.4 3.5 
Total final consumption expenditure 0.9 4.0 
Private gross fixed capital formation 3.6 0.4 
Public gross fixed capital formation 15.7 17.8 


State final demand 2.6 3.3 


Source: Australian National Accounts: National Income, Expenditure and Product, (cat. no. 5206.0). 


= State final demand (trend chain volume measures) in Western Australia increased for 
the third consecutive quarter in December 2009 (up 1.4%), matching domestic final 
demand growth at the national level. 

= Contributing to this increase was strong quarterly growth in public gross fixed capital 
formation (4.8% in trend and 15.7% in seasonally adjusted terms). 

» Across the nation, only the Northern Territory recorded a fall in the December quarter 
(down 0.4%), while growth was strongest for the Australian Capital Territory (2.5%) and 
Victoria (1.8%). 


STATE FINAL DEMAND, Chain volume measures—C hange from previous quarter 
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= State Final Demand (in chain volume measures) has increased every quarter since 
December 2000. In the last nine years, the strongest quarterly growth was recorded in 


December 2006 and June 2007 (both 3.4%). 


This link takes you to the Downloads page of Australian National Accounts: National Income, 
Expenditure, and Product (cat. no. 5206.0). Table 21 provides State Final Demand, Summary 
Components by State. Table 26 provides State Final Demand, Detailed Components for 
Western Australia 
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This section contains the following subsection : 
Consumer Price Index 
Wage Price Index 
House Price Indexes 
Price indexes of materials used in building 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 


1 Consumer Price Index(a), By group - Perth 


Change from previous quarter Change from same quarter previous year 


Sep 09 Sep 09 

% % 

All groups 0.8 1.2 
Food -0.8 2.4 
Alcohol and tobacco 0.7 3.1 
Clothing and footwear -4.5 -2.2 
Housing 2.0 4.4 
Household contents and services 0.5 4.2 


Health -0.6 5.5 


Transportation 
Communication 
Recreation 
Education 


Financial and insurance 


services(b) 


1.5 1.2 
- 5.4 
2.1 -6.1 


(a) Unless otherwise specified, base of each index: 1989-90 = 100.0. 
(b) Base of index: June quarter 2005 = 100.0. 
Source: Consumer Price Index, Australia, cat. no. 6401.0. 


= Perth's Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased 0.8% in the September quarter 2009. 
This was similar to the June quarter increase (0.8%), which followed two quarters of 


decline. 


= Financial and insurance services (2.1%), Housing (2%), Transportation (1.7%) and 
Recreation (1.5%) were the most significant contributors to the September increase. 

= In contrast, the September quarter saw price decreases in Clothing and footwear 
(-4.5%), with Men's outerwear (-10.4%) and Men's footwear (-9.9%) having the largest 
decreases. The price of Food also decreased slightly (-0.8%). 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, 
Change from same quarter previous year, September 2008—September 2008 
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Source: Cansumer Prive inex, Austrailia, cat. na, 64020 


= In the year to September 2009, Perth's CPI rose 1.2%, a similar percentage rise shown 
in the weighted average for the eight Australian capital cities (1.3%). All the capital 
cities recorded annual rises, with Darwin having the largest increase (2.7%) followed by 
Brisbane (1.9%), while Melbourne had the smallest increase (0.6%). 

= Over the year to September 2009 the main contributors to Perth's CPI increase were 
Health and Education while the negative contributors were Financial and insurance 
services and Transportation. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (ALL GROUPS), 
Change from same quarter previous year Sept 2000 - Sept 2009 
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Source: Cansumer Prive Iniex, Austrata, cat. na, 6407 0. 


=» The annual increase from September 2008 to September 2009 for Perth (1.2%) was 


the lowest CPI increase since March 1998 (-0.2%). 


= While Perth had relatively high annual CPI increases in the three years prior to 
December 2007, since that time the Perth CPI has been close to the weighted average 


for the eight capital cities. 


This link takes you to the Downloads page of Consumer Price Indexes, Australia, Sep 


2009 (cat. no. 6401.0) 
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WAGE PRICE INDEX 


DECEMBER KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 


Next Page 


Dec Qtr 2009 Sep 09 Qtr to Dec 09 gtr Dec 08 qtr to Dec 09 qtr 
Original % chg %chg 
Western Australia 102.9 0.8 3.0 
Sector: 
Private 102.4 0.6 2.5 
Public 104.7 1.7 


4.7 


Source: Labour Price Index, Australia (cat. no. 6345.0). 


= In the December quarter 2009, the Wage Price Index (WPI) for Western Australia 
increased by 0.8% in original terms, similar to the national increase (0.7%). Of the 
states and territories, the Northern Territory (1.2%) had the highest quarterly increase 


while New South Wales had the lowest (0.4%). 


= The quarterly increases for the public and private sectors were 1.7% and 0.6% 
respectively. In July 2009, the Australian Fair Pay Commission decision was to make 
no change to minimum wage rates. Therefore, the wage increases that might have 
been expected to affect the December quarter 2009 Wage Price Index did not occur. 


= In the 12 months to December 2009, the public sector index rose by 4.7%, compared 
with 6.0% in the previous 12 months. Private sector wages growth slowed more quickly; 
in the year to December 2009, the index rose by 2.5% compared with 5.5% in the 
previous year. 

= The difference between the public and private sector increase can be attributed, in part, 
to the higher proportion of public sector jobs covered by Certified Agreements. These 
tend to cover longer time frames than the informal agreements widely used in the 
private sector. 


WAGE PRICE INDEX, Change from conesponding quarter previous year 
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= Through the year to December 2009, the WPI for all sectors increased 3.0% for 
Western Australia and 2.9% nationally. 

= During the last five years, the annual increase has remained higher in Western 
Australia than nationally although the gap started to narrow in the six months to 
December 2009. 


Total Hourly Rates of Pay Excluding Bonuses by Selected Industries 


ANZSIC Division Dec qtr Sep qtr Sep gtr 09 to Dec qtr Dec 08 to Dec 09 


09 09 09 


% Change % Change 


Selected Industries 


Mining 102.1 101.4 0.7 2.4 
Manufacturing 102.1 101.7 0.4 2.0 
Construction 102.4 102.0 0.4 3.3 
Retail trade 103.2 102.6 0.6 3.7 
Accommodation and food services 101.9 101.3 0.6 1.7 
Transport, postal and warehousing 103.5 102.2 1.3 3.6 
Professional, scientific and technical Services 103.0 102.8 0.2 2.5 
Administrative and support services 102.8 102.4 0.4 3.1 
Public administration and safety 104.0 102.9 1.1 3.7 
Education and training 104.8 101.8 2.9 4.8 
Health care and social assistance 104.4 103.8 0.6 4.7 


Source: Labour Price Index (cat. no. 6345.0). 


= The industry classification used in the Wage Price Index was updated for the 
September quarter 2009 to better reflect the types of industries in today's economy. To 
find out more about these changes see: 
6345.0.55.001 - Information Paper: Update on ANZSIC 2006 Implementation for 
Labour Price Index, 2009 


= The industries with a significant proportion of public sector employees showed the 
greatest annual WPI growth. These included Education and training (4.8%), Health 
care and social assistance (4.7%) and Public administration and safety (3.7%). Retail 
trade also showed strong wages growth (3.7%). 

=» Accommodation and food services (1.7%) and Manufacturing (2.0%) had the lowest 
annual WPI increases. 


WAGE PRICE INDEX, Selected industnes— 
Change from conesponding quarter previous year, Dec 2008&—-Dex 2009 
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Source: Labour Price iniex, Austratia, (eat na 6345, 0) 
This link takes you to the Downloads page of Labour Price Index, Australia, Dec 2009 (cat 


no. 6345.0). 
Data for Western Australia can be found in Tables 2, 3, 4 and 8. 
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HOUSE PRICE INDEXES 


3 HOUSE PRICE INDEXES (a) - Perth 


ESTABLISHED Change from previous PROJECT Change from previous 


HOMES(b) quarter(b) HOMES quarter 
Rete aad index % index % 
period 
2008 
September 186.6 -2.2 152.5 1.7 
2009 
June p186.5 p2.7 153.6 0.1 


September p194.9 p4.5 154.1 0.3 


p preliminary figure or series subject to revision 

(a) Base of each index 2003-04 = 100.0. 

(b) Estimates for the two most recent quarters are experimental (See paragraph 12 and 13 of the Explanatory 
Notes in the source publication). 

Source: House Price Indexes, Eight Capital Cities (cat. no. 6416.0). 


= In the September quarter 2009, the established house price index rose for the second 
consecutive quarter. The index figure (194.9) was 4.5% higher than in the previous 


quarter and 4.4% higher than in the same quarter of 2008. 

= The project house price index increased slightly in the September quarter 2009, being 
0.3% higher than in the previous quarter and 1% higher than in the September quarter 
2008. 

= Of the two house price indices, the project homes index has shown more stability in 
recent times, increasing between 1% and 4% each quarter since September quarter 
2007. In contrast, the established house price index has been quite volatile, dropping to 
a low of 181.6 in March 2009, after reaching 195.3 in the same quarter of the previous 
year. 
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Source: House Price Inctexes, cat. no. 64160 
This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from House Price Indexes: Eight Capital 
Cities, Sep 2009 (cat. no. 6416.0) 
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PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING 


4 PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN HOUSE BUILDING (a), By material - Perth 


Percentage change 
Jun Qtr 2009 to Sep Qtr 2009 Sep Qtr 2008 to Sep Qtr 2009 


Material group % % 
All groups -0.4 2.4 
Timber, board and joinery 0.6 0.6 
Ceramic products 1.6 5.0 
Concrete, cement and sand -0.1 1.0 
Cement products 3.0 4.5 
Steel products -8.6 -2.0 
Other metal products 1.4 9.7 
Plumbing products 0.7 0.6 
Electrical equipment -3.3 -0.5 
Installed gas and electrical appliances - 1.9 


Other materials -0.3 0.7 


- nil or rounded to zero (including null cells) 
(a) Reference base of each index: 1989-90 = 100.0 
Source: Producer Price Indexes, Australia (cat. no. 6427.0). 


= In the September quarter 2009, there was a small decrease (-0.4%) in the price index 
of materials for housing construction in Perth. This was the first decrease recorded 
since September 2001. The fall in the price of steel (-8.6%), which had climbed steeply 
over previous quarters, contributed significantly to this decrease. 

= Through the year to September 2009, the price index for materials used in house 
building rose by 2.4%. This was marginally higher than the national rise (2.3%), with 
Hobart (4.4%) having the largest annual increase and Brisbane (0.9%) the lowest. 


PRICE INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING, Selected materab— 
Change from same quarter previous year, Sept Z008—Sept 2009 
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Sauce Produce Prive imiexes (Cat. Ma. 6427. 0) 


= The price of metal products other than steel (9.7%), ceramic products (5%) and cement 
products (4.5%) helped drive the overall price increase in building materials in the year 
to September 2009. 

= In contrast, the steel products price index decreased in annual terms (down 2%) 
despite significant increases prior to the September quarter. The electrical equipment 
index also decreased slightly over the year (down 0.5%). 


This link takes you to Producer Price Indexes, Sep 2009 (cat. no. 6427.0) Tables 16 
and 17 contain data on prices of materials used in house building 
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Contents >> Consumption 


CONSUMPTION 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Retail 
New motor vehicle sales 


Previous Page Next Page 
Retail 
Contents >> Consumption >> Retail 
RETAIL 
1 NOVEMBER KEY FIGURES 
Nov 09 Oct 09 to Nov 09 Nov 08 to Nov 09 
Turnover at current prices $m % change % change 
Trend estimates 2 159.6 0.1 38 


Seasonally adjusted estimates 2 170.2 0.7 5.2 


Source: Retail Trade, Australia (cat. no. 8501.0) 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, monthly retail turnover in Western Australia increased 
(0.7%) in November 2009 to nearly $2.2 billion, after an increase (1.1%) in the previous 
month. 

While there were some fluctuations in the seasonally adjusted data through the year, 
monthly retail turnover in Western Australia has remained above $2.1 billion since 
March 2009. This may have been due, at least in part, to the government's stimulus 
packages and positive turnaround to the economy. 

The retail trade trend series was suspended in November 2008 as it was not possible 
to determine the trend in retail turnover for the period affected by the government's 
economic stimulus packages and other influences associated with global economic 
conditions. It has now been available since September 2009. 

In trend terms retail turnover increased marginally (0.1%) in November 2009. Retail 
trade has continued to steadily increase from January 2009. This is an increase of 
almost 4% during this period. 


MONTHLY RETAIL TURNOVER, Cunent Proes—Seasonally Adjusted and Trend 
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Sauce Retail Trade, Austrats, cat. na S502 0 
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=» Since November 2000 retail turnover in Western Australia has increased just under $1 


billion in both seasonally adjusted and trend terms. 


RETAIL TURNOVER BY INDUSTRY, Seasonally Adjustect— 
Change from same quarter previous year Nev O8 - Ney OS 


Household shod retailing 

Cafes, restaurants and takeaway food services 
Department stores 

Food retailing 
Clothing, footwear and personal accessory 

Other retailing 

Total 


Sauce Retail Trade, Austratia, cat. na S507 0 


= The increase in turnover in the year to September 2009 in seasonally adjusted terms 
was driven primarily by Household goods (up 12%), Cafes, restaurants and takeaway 
food services (up 9%). Clothing, footwear and personal accessory retail outlets 


experienced the only decrease (down 7%). 


This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from Retail Trade Australia, Nov 2009 
(cat. no.8501.0). Tables 3 and 4 contain monthly turnover data by state. Table 11 


contains retail turnover by state and industry. 
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NEW MOTOR VEHICLE SALES 


JANUARY KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 


Next Page 


Jan 2010 Change from previous month Change from previous year 


Seasonally Adjusted no. % change % change 
Passenger Vehicles 4919 13.0 7.3 
Sports Utility Vehicles 2 301 9.9 34.2 
Other Vehicles 2 391 -12.2 13.2 


Total Vehicle Sales 9 611 4.8 14.3 


Source: Sales of New Motor Vehicles, Australia (cat. no. 9314.0). 


» Sales of new motor vehicles in seasonally adjusted terms increased 4.8% for the month 

of January 2010 and were 14.3% higher than in the same month of the previous year. 

This is the seventh consecutive month in which total sales have increased. 

The annualised increase in new motor vehicle sales reflects a very large increase in the 

sales of sports utility vehicles (up 34%) , including four wheel drive vehicles in the 

higher price ranges. 

=» The new motor vehicle sales trend series was suspended from May 2009 and will be 
reintroduced when more certainty emerges in the underlying behaviour of new car 
sales. 
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(a) Trend temporarily suspended from May 2008 
Sauce Sales of New Motor Vehinles, Austratia, cat. na 9374.0. 


For a period of about two years, until the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) took effect in 
early 2008, monthly motor vehicle sales in Western Australia continued to rise in 
seasonally adjusted terms. From a peak of about 10,600 in March 2008, sales 
decreased for the next 12 months, falling below 8,000 by March 2009. Since that time, 
there has been some volatility in new motor vehicle sales, with global financial 
uncertainties producing first an increase, then a decrease followed by a more recent 
increase in sales. 


The following links take you to Sales of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, January 2010 


(cat. no. 9314.0) and associated Time Series Spreadsheets. Table 2 contains data by 
state. 
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= 
_ 
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Trade Surplus 
Exports 
Imports 
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Trade Surplus 


Contents >> International merchandise trade >> Trade Surplus 
TRADE SURPLUS 


» Although Western Australia's trade surplus ($10.8 billion) in the September quarter 
2009 was 24% lower than for the same quarter of the previous year, this was primarily 
due to the dramatic rise in iron ore exports in the first half of 2008, when the global 
financial crisis (GFC) had not yet made a significant impact on the WA economy. In 
September 2009, the value of exports fell back to $17.4 billion; however this was $1.6 
billion higher than the pre-GFC value (September 2007). 

= Both imports and exports saw a gradual increase in value in the five years to 
September 2007. This was followed by a larger increase in exports in 2008 and 
consequently larger trade surpluses. 


1 SEPTEMBER KEY FIGURES 


Sep 09 Jun 09 Sep 08 


Original $m $m $m 
Exports 17 417.1 17 713.3 22 798.2 
Imports 6 596.0 6 451.5 8 582.9 


Trade Surplus 10 821.1 11 261.8 14 215.3 


Source: ABS data available on request, International Trade in Goods and Services, Australia (cat. no. 5368.0). 


This link takes you to the Excel data cube International Merchandise Trade 
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EXPORTS 


= Iron ore and concentrates and Non-monetary gold continued to be the leading exports 
from Western Australia, with export values of $6.9 billion and $2.9 billion respectively in 
the September quarter 2009. 

=» The export value of Iron ore and concentrates held steady from the previous quarter 
but was still $2.5 billion (27%) lower than the peak value recorded for the September 
quarter 2008. 

= The export value of Non-monetary gold fell by 12% in the September quarter and by 
26% from the same quarter of the previous year. 

= After falling below $1.5 billion in the June quarter, Crude petroleum oils rose in export 
value to $1.85 billion in the September quarter 2009. However, this value was just over 
$1 billion (37%) lower than for the same quarter of the previous year. 


2 INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE (a), By major commodity (Original Data) 


2008 2009 
September June September 


Category of the SITC $'000 $'000 $'000 


MAJOR EXPORT COMMODITIES(b) 


Iron ore and concentrates 9 436 924 6 882 345 6 921 689 


Gold, non-monetary 3 955 002 3 308 932 2 915 582 
Crude petroleum oils 2 938 254 1 496 515 1 852 991 
Confidential items 1 587 277 1 556 330 1 626 146 
Natural gas 1 730 203 1191 494 1 291 677 
Wheat 594 452 651 447 400 840 
Liquefied propane and butane 207 952 126 139 172 904 
Nickel 168 838 198 466 161 593 
Nickel ores and concentrates 236 842 136 421 141 585 
Ores and concentrates of base metal 151 307 106 266 134 069 


Pigments, paints, varnishes and 


‘ 72 262 143 038 128 792 
related materials 
Live animals 119 622 120 679 113 004 
Refined petroleum oils 114 460 84 403 98 178 
Wool and other animal hair 47 707 96 789 52 330 
Crustaceans, molluscs and aquatic AG 513 93 268 28 554 
invertebrates 


Total exports(c) 22 798 218 17 713 311 17 417 119 


(a) Care should be taken when comparing with commodities data prior to July 2005. For full details about changes 
to international trade statistics, users should refer to the Information Paper: Impact of introducing Revision 4 of the 
Standard International Trade Classification, 2008 (cat.no. 5368.0.55.10). 

(b) Free on board (f.0.b.) value. 

(c) Includes categories not listed. 

Source: ABS data available on request, International Trade in Goods and Services, Australia (cat. no. 5368.0). 


= In the September quarter 2009 China was the main export destination, receiving goods 
from Western Australia to the value of more than $6 billion. 

= The value of exports to Japan rose from the June quarter, but was still nearly $1.9 
billion lower than in the September quarter 2008. In addition, exports to the Republic of 
Korea fell in value to $1.3 billion, 36% lower than in the September quarter 2008 . 

= Of the top ten exporting destinations, the two countries to show an increase in the 


value of goods received over the year were India ($370 million, up 23%) and Singapore 
($180 million, up 25%). 


3 INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE a), Exports - Top 10 Countries 


EXPORTS 

Sep qtr 2008 Jun qtr 2009 Sep qtr 2009 
Country $'000 $'000 $'000 
China 6 480 680 6 703 817 6 134 236 
Japan 4 880 174 2 577 536 3 002 670 
India 1 625 630 2 157 094 1 997 814 
Korea, Republic of 2 097 286 1 382 778 1 337 475 
Singapore 724 588 742 215 907 694 
United Kingdom 1 464 705 535 629 717 366 
Thailand 809 277 622 006 506 837 
United States of America 661 090 191 781 301 655 
Taiwan 442 170 319 884 294 575 
Indonesia 395 097 266 078 252 789 


Total Export(b) 22 798 218 17 713 311 17 417 119 


(a) Free on board (f.o.b.) value 
(b) Includes countries not listed. 
Note: ABS data available on request, /nternational Trade in Goods and Services, Australia (cat. no. 5368.0 ) 


This link takes you to the Excel data cube International Merchandise Trade 
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IMPORTS 


= The total value of imports to Western Australia was 23% lower in the September 
quarter 2009 than in the September quarter 2008 ($6.6 billion compared with $8.6 
billion). 

= Contributing to the decrease in import values over this 12 month period was Non- 
monetary gold, which dropped from $2.3 billion to $1.3 billion (down 42%). However, 
Non-monetary gold continued to be the largest contributor to import values overall. 
Gold, in the form of leaf, foil, bullion and other fabricated gold products (including 
granules) is sent to Western Australia, where it is processed before exportation under a 
different commodity classification. 

= Refined petroleum oils also contributed to the fall in import values. The import value of 
this commodity ($454 million) was 56% lower than for the September quarter 2008. 


4 INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE a), By major commodity 


2008 2009 
Sep qtr June gtr Sep qtr 
Category of the SITC $'000 $'000 $'000 


MAJOR IMPORT COMMODITIES(b) 


Gold, non-monetary 2 271 258 1173 224 1 313 507 
Crude petroleum oils 1120 591 762 176 887 622 
Refined petroleum oils 805 101 328 765 350 974 
Passenger motor vehicles 392 695 246 051 309 662 
Iron or steel tubes and pipes 102 592 231 616 211 014 
Confidential items 307 137 196 710 163 233 


Other specialised industry machinery 


: 104 515 149 786 129 830 
and equipment 
ae for the transport of 318 124 94 817 129 017 
Rubber tyres 87 348 77 187 91 711 
Civil engineering plant and equipment 261 270 148 564 80 541 
Ships, boats and floating structures 24 425 13 743 62 251 
Automatic data processing machines 41 097 34 551 39 167 
Fertilisers 210 783 168 289 11 046 
Parts and accessories of office 6 122 8570 5910 
machines 
Aircraft and associated equipment 138 687 4 258 4 143 


Total imports(c) 8 582 869 6 451 487 6 596 022 


(a) Care should be taken when comparing with commodities data prior to July 2005. For full details about changes 
to international trade statistics, users should refer to the Information Paper: Impact of introducing Revision 4 of the 
Standard International Trade Classification, 2008 (cat.no. 5368.0.55.10). 

(b) Customs value. 

(c) Includes categories not listed. 

Source: ABS data available on request, International Trade in Goods and Services, Australia cat. no. 5368.0. 


= In the September quarter 2009, Western Australia received by far its largest value ($1.3 
billion) of imports from Thailand, mainly in Non-monetary gold. The next largest value 
went to Japan ($640 million) followed by the United States of America ($630 million). 

= Imports from Thailand increased by $574 million ( almost 50%) between September 
2008 and September 2009. 

= Notable falls in import values from Singapore (down $622 million) and the United 
Kingdom (down $246 million) occurred over the same 12 month period. Based on the 
most recent trade figures, the United Kingdom is no longer among the "Top 10' 
countries from which goods are imported while Germany is a newcomer to this list. 


5 INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE a), Imports - Top 10 countries 


IMPORTS 

Sep qtr 2008 Jun qtr 2009 Sep qtr 2009 
Country $'000 $'000 $'000 
Thailand 752 481 630 194 1 326 396 
Japan 544 414 595 831 637 393 
United States of America 872 723 789 773 626 909 
China 543 779 563 178 532 503 
United Arab Emirates 581 094 442 020 418 454 
Singapore 965 732 411 410 343 513 
Indonesia 430 069 349 992 316 567 
Germany 314 040 236 843 277 595 
Malaysia 345 561 328 150 277 446 
Korea, Republic of 201 550 366 623 268 701 
Total imports(b) 8 582 869 6 451 487 6 596 022 


(a) Customs value. 
(b) Includes countries not listed. 
Source: ABS data available on request, International Trade in Goods and Services, Australia (cat. no. 5368.0). 


This link takes you to the Excel data cube International Merchandise Trade 
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tay INVESTMENT AND FINANCE 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Private new capital expenditure 
Lending finance commitments 
Housing finance commitments 
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PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 


DECEMBER KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 


Next Page 


Next Page 


Dec 2009 Sep qtr 09 to Dec qtr09 Dec qtr 08 to Dec qtr 09 


$m % change % change 
Trend estimates(a) 
Total new capital expenditure 7 594 -2.3 -5.2 
Buildings & structures 5 118 -4.4 -9.4 
Equipment, plant & machinery 2 494 3.0 6.1 
Seasonally adjusted estimates(a) 
Total new capital expenditure 7 467 -2.6 -10.5 
Buildings & structures 4 937 -6.7 -17.9 


Equipment, plant & machinery 2 530 6.3 


(a) In chain volume measures 


Source: Private New Capital Expenditure and Expected Expenditure, Australia (cat. no. 5625.0). 


In the September quarter 2009, several improvements to the sample frame and design 
of the Survey of Private New Capital Expenditure were introduced, including 
incorporation of the 2006 Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC), (cat. no. 1292.0). The historic data series has been revised to 
align with the changes introduced last quarter. 

For further details refer to Changes to Private New Capital Expenditure and Expected 
Expenditure Statistics, September Quarter 2009 (cat. no. 5625.0.55.001). 

Total new capital expenditure for Western Australia fell in the December quarter (chain 
volume measures) by 2.3% (trend) and 2.6% (seasonally adjusted). This contrasted 
with national increases of 0.5% (trend) and 5.5% (seasonally adjusted). 

A large fall in the capital expenditure on building and structures in the December 
quarter (4.4% trend, 6.7% seasonally adjusted) was offset by a strong increase in 
capital expenditure on equipment, plant and machinery, recording growth of 3.0% in 
trend and 6.3% in seasonally adjusted terms. 


PRIVATE NEW CARITAL EXPENDITURE, Chain volume measures 
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Seauree Private New Capital Expenditure and Expected Expenditure, Austratia, 
cat. na, 6625.0. 


= In trend terms, total expenditure in the December 2009 quarter was 5.2% lower than for 


the same quarter of the previous year, with the seasonally adjusted figure reporting a 
fall of 10.5%. 


= Despite a ‘flattening’ trend in recent quarters, and a break in the trend series in March 


2007 due to the privatisation of Telstra, total new capital expenditure in Western 
Australia quadrupled during the last decade. 


PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE by Industry - Current Prices, Western Australia 


Dec Qtr 09 Sep Qtr 09 to Dec Qtr 09 Dec Qtr 08 to Dec Qtr 09 
Original $m % change % change 
Mining 5 408 6.0 -19.4 
Manufacturing 553 35.2 10.4 


Total(a) 7 885 11.5 -14.3 


(a) Includes other industries 
Source: Private New Capital Expenditure and Expected Expenditure, Australia (cat. no. 5625.0). 


= Original data show that new capital expenditure on manufacturing recorded a strong 
growth of 35% in December 2009, after an 11% fall the previous quarter. The monthly 
movements are reflected by an increase of over 10% since December 2008. 

New capital expenditure on mining increased by 6% (original data) in the December 
2009 quarter. However, it has fallen by almost 20% from the December 2008 quarter, 
when it recorded its highest value since the index began ($6.7 billion). 


This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from Private New Capital Expenditure 
and Expected Expenditure, Australia, Dec 2009 (cat. no. 5625.0). 


Tables 5B and 5C contain Actual Expenditure by Type of Asset and State, Chain 
volume measures (Seasonally Adjusted and Trend). Tables 10A and 10B contain 


Actual and Expected Capital Expenditure by Asset and Industry for Western Australia 
(Current Prices). 
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LENDING FINANCE COMMITMENTS 


DECEMBER KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 


Dec 2009 Nov 2009 Nov 09 to Dec 09 Dec 08 to Dec 09 


$m $m % change % change 

Original 
Housing finance for owner occupation 2 091.6 2 214.5 -5.5 16.6 
Personal finance 1119.2 1076.8 3.9 14.8 
Commercial finance 3 075.7 3 137.0 -2.0 -0.8 


Lease finance 24.3 17.7 37.5 -42.8 


Source: Lending Finance, Australia (cat. no. 5671.0). 


= In original terms, the December 2009 value of housing finance commitments for owner 
occupation decreased by more than 5% from the previous month, notwithstanding an 
annual increase of almost 17%. The cessation of the Federal Government's First Home 
Owners’ Boost at the end of 2009 is reflected in the December fall. 

=» Commercial finance commitments also decreased in the month of December, down 2% 
from the previous month and 0.8% from December 2008. 

= The value of personal finance commitments increased to $1.1 billion, almost 4% higher 
than for the previous month and 15% higher than for the same month of the previous 
year. 

» Lease finance commitments increased from just under $18 million in November 2009 to 
$24 million in December (up 37%) but this was 43% lower than for December 2008). 
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Source: Landing Finance, Austratia, cat. na, S67LO 


= In comparison with personal finance lending, commercial lending has shown greater 
volatility in recent years, although it has remained at a generally lower level since the 


onset of the global financial crisis. 


The following link takes you to time series spreadsheets for Lending Finance, Australia, 


Dec 2009 (cat. no. 5671.0) 


Data for Western Australia can be found in Table 23: Commercial Finance 
Commitments; Table 35: Lease Finance Commitments; Table 57: Personal Finance 


Commitments. 


The next link takes you to the time series spreadsheets for Housing Finance, Australia, 


Dec 2009 (cat.no. 5609.0). Table 7 contains housing finance commitments for owner 


occupation by State/Territory. 
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HOUSING FINANCE COMMITMENTS 
3 DECEMBER KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 
Trend estimates Seasonally adjusted estimates 

Dec % change Dec % change 

2009 from 2009 from 
Owner-occupied housing Nov09 Dec Nov 09 Dec 08 

08 

Total number of dwelling commitments 7500 -0.2 14.4 7264 -2.7 9.6 
(no.)(a) 
Total value of dwelling commitments 2172 -0.2 24.9 2074 -5.5 16.8 


($m)(a)(b) 


(a) Includes re-financing. 
(b) Excludes revolving credit. 
Source: Housing Finance, Australia (cat. no. 5609.0). 


= In December 2009, the total number of dwelling commitments for owner-occupied 
housing decreased marginally (down 0.2%) in trend terms. This was the first monthly 
decrease since August 2008. The number of commitments was just over 14% higher 
than for December of the previous year. 

= In seasonally adjusted terms, the number of dwellings commitments decreased for the 
third consecutive month in December (down 2.7%). However, the December 2009 
estimate was still almost 10% higher than for December 2008, when the global 
economic downturn was strongly affecting the housing market in Western Australia. 

= Recent interest rate rises and the phasing out of government loans to first home buyers 
are reflected in this continuing decrease. 


HOUSING FINANCE COMMITMENTS, Number of cwellings financed (a) 
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=» In December 2009, the total value of owner-occupied dwellings financed decreased by 
0.2% in trend terms (down 5.5% in seasonally adjusted terms). 

= In the year to December, the total value rose to over $2 billion. This was approximately 
25% higher in trend terms (17% higher seasonally adjusted) than in the same month of 
the previous year. 


4 HOUSING FINANCE COMMITMENTS FOR OWNER OCCUPATION(a), By type of buyer 
(Original) 


FIRST HOME BUYERS 
Number of dwellings financed Total value of dwelling commitments Average loan size 


Reference period no. $m $'000 
2007-2008 16 445 3 956.9 240.6 
2008-2009 20 782 5 861.3 282.0 
2008 
October 1 307 348.1 266.4 
November 1 384 389.8 281.7 
December 1772 486.1 274.3 
2009 
January 1 589 449.5 282.9 
February 1 802 540.4 299.9 
March 2 126 624.9 293.9 
April 2 008 600.1 298.9 
May 2 365 695.9 294.2 
June 2 500 732.8 293.1 
July 2 347 685.2 291.9 
August 1 848 537.4 290.8 


September 2 457 734.3 298.8 


October 2 342 688.2 293.9 
November 2 088 628.1 300.8 
December 1 835 550.4 300.0 


(a) Excludes alterations and additions. Includes re-financing. 
Source: Housing Finance, Australia (cat. no. 5609.0) 


= After falling below 1,900 (original) in August 2009, the number of loan commitments to 
first home-buyers rose by 33% in September, then decreased in October and 
November, by 5% and 11% respectively. This decline continued with a further 12% fall 
in December 2009, reflecting the cessation in the Federal Government's 'First Home- 
Buyers Boost’. 

= Despite these recent falls in the number of first home-buyer loan commitments, the 
December 2009 figure was still higher (3.6%) than for the same month of the previous 
year when the global financial crisis was at a peak. 

= In the year to December 2009, the size of the average loan for first home buyers 
increased by over 9%, from $274,300 to $300,000. For further details, see Housing 
Finance - Subsidies for first home buyers. 


5 HOUSING FINANCE COMMITMENTS FOR OWNER OCCUPATION a), By type of buyer: 
Original 


NON-FIRST HOME BUYERS 
Number of dwellings financed Total value of dwelling commitments Average loan size 


Reference period no. $m $'000 
2007-2008 76 326 18 247.3 239.1 
2008-2009 61 093 15 984.7 261.6 
2008 
October 5 359 1 391.0 259.6 
November 4518 1121.3 248.2 
December 5 020 1 308.4 260.6 
2009 
January 4345 1 098.9 252.9 
February 4701 1 219.3 259.4 
March 5 410 1 476.5 272.9 
April 4921 1 376.5 279.7 
May 5 385 1 483.1 275.4 
June 5 678 1 562.4 275.2 
July 5 563 1574.8 283.1 
August 5 066 1 463.2 288.8 
September 5 365 1 529.8 285.1 
October 5 473 1 532.6 280.0 
November 5 448 1 586.4 291.2 


December 5 471 1541.2 281.7 


(a) Excludes alterations and additions. Includes re-financing. 
Source: Housing Finance, Australia (cat. no. 5609.0) 


= Following rises in September and October 2009, the number of dwellings financed fell 
slightly in November and then increased slightly (0.4%) in December. 

= In the year to December, the average loan for non-first home buyers rose by 8%, from 
$260,600 to $281,700, but was $18,300 less in December 2009 than for first home 
buyers. 


This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from Housing Finance, Australia , Dec 2009 


(cat. no. 5609.0). 
Tables 5 - 8 and Tables 9B-10C contain a range of housing finance commitments data by 
state. 
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“at CONSTRUCTION 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Building approvals 
Value of building work done 
Number of dwelling units and stage of production and Engineering construction activity 
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BUILDING APPROVALS 


JANUARY KEY FIGURES, Western Australia 


Jan 2010 Dec 2009 Jan 2009 


Total number of dwelling units 

no. no. no. 
approved 
Trend estimates 2114 2 094 1 430 


Seasonally adjusted estimates 2 102 2 042 1 350 


Source: Building Approvals, Australia (cat. no. 8731.0). 


= Residential building approvals continued to rise steadily in January 2010, increasing by 
1.0% in trend terms to 2,114, after increases of 1.7% in November and 1.1% in 
December 2009. 

=» The January increase was driven by a 1.2% increase (trend) in approvals for single 


houses, the largest monthly rise of all states and territories. 


=» Recent seasonally adjusted figures show greater volatility in building approvals, with an 
8.3% fall in November followed by a 1.2% increase in December 2009 and a 3.0% 


increase in the month of January. 
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Source: Building Approvals, Austratia, cat. na 8T3LO. 


= In 2008, the number of dwelling approvals in Western Australia fell for eleven 


consecutive months (trend terms), a decrease of 28% overall between January and 
December of that year. In early 2009, this downward trend was reversed, with thirteen 
consecutive monthly increases to January 2010, equating to a rise of 48% over that 


period. 
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Source: Building Approvals, Austratia, cat. na 8T3LO. 


= Historically, the largest proportion of building approvals has related to private sector 
housing, accounting for over 78% of approvals (trend) in January 2010. Strong private 
sector building approvals growth over the last year (up 43%) has been the main driver 


of recent increases in total approvals. 


This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from Building Approvals, Australia, Jan 


2010 (cat. no. 8731.0). 


Table 05 contains Number of Dwellings Approved by Sector for Western Australia. 
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Contents >> Construction >> Value of building work done 
VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE 


2 JUNE KEY FIGURES 


Jun 09 Mar qtr to Jun qtr09 Jun qtr 08 to Jun qtr 09 
Seasonally adjusted(a) $m % change % change 


Value of work done 


New residential building 1 425.3 -0.2 -4.3 
Alterations and additions to residential building 141.0 -3.0 -17.5 
Non-residential building 891.1 -9.4 -3.2 


Total value of work done 2 457.4 -3.9 -4.8 


(a) Chain volume measures, reference year 2006-07 
Source: Building Activity, Australia (cat. no. 8752.0). 


=» The seasonally adjusted value of building work done in the June quarter 2009 was 
estimated to be around $2.5 billion. This was almost 4% lower than for the previous 
quarter and almost 5% lower than for the June quarter of 2008 
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= The value of all residential building work done in the June quarter fell by 0.5% to $1.6 
billion. This was nearly 6% lower than for the same quarter of 2008. 

= During recent years, residential building has accounted for approximately two-thirds of 
the total value of work done. 

= Non-residential building was estimated at $890 million in the June quarter 2009. This 
represents a fall of 9% from the previous quarter and 3% from the same quarter of the 
previous year. 


VALUE OF WORK DONE, Chain Volume Measures: 
Trend and Seasonally Adjusted 
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Source: 8752.0 Building Activity, Australis 


» After about four years of consistently high growth in trend terms, the value of building 


work done has dipped in the last three quarters. 


= For the first time since the 2001, the value of work done in the June quarter 2009 
(trend) was less than the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 


This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from Building Activity, Australia, Sep 


2009 (cat. no. 8752.0). 
Tables 9-11,17 contain Value of Building Work Done. 
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Number of dwelling units and stage of production and 


Engineering construction activity 


Contents >> Construction >> Number of dwelling units and stage of production and 


Engineering construction activity 
NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS AND STAGE OF PRODUCTION 


3 JUNE KEY FIGURES 


Jun 09 Mar qtr to Jun qtr 09 Jun gtr 08 to Jun gtr 09 

Original data(a) No. % change % change 
Total Residential Building 

Dwellings commenced 4 330.0 -1.2 -27.7 

Dwellings under construction 16 703.0 -10.4 -18.8 

Dwellings completed 6 281.0 43.9 6.4 


(a) Excludes total alterations and additions, refurbishments and conversions 
Source: Building Activity, Australia (cat. no. 8752.0). 


= The total number of dwelling commencements fell by 1.2% in the June quarter 2009 
and by 28% from the corresponding quarter of 2008, the largest annual decrease since 


June 2001. 


= In the June quarter 2009, there were 16,700 dwellings under construction, the lowest 
number since 2001. This represented a fall of more than 10% from the previous quarter 


and of 19% from the June quarter 2008. 


= Dwelling completions grew by 44% on the previous quarter and by 6.4% on the same 


quarter of the previous year. 


STAGES OF PRODUCTION: Original 
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Source Building Activity, Austratia, cat. na 8752.0. 


This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from Building Activity, Australia, Sep 2009 


(cat. no. 8752.0). 


Tables 34-39 contain Number of Dwelling Units Commenced, Under Construction and 


Completed. 


ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
4 SEPTEMBER KEY FIGURES 


Sep 09 Jun gtr to Sep qtr 09 Sep qtr 08 to Sep qtr 09 
No. % change % change 

Value of Work Done (a) 
Seasonally Adjusted 6182.5 -2.8 16.0 
Trend 6250.0 5.3 19.9 


(a) Chain volume measures, reference year 2007-08 
Source: Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (cat. no. 8762.0). 


=» The seasonally adjusted estimate for the value of total engineering construction work 
fell to under $6.2 billion (down 2.8%) in the September quarter 2009 after a 25% 
increase for the June 2009 quarter. However, there was an increase of 5.3% in trend 


terms for the September quarter. 


= The value of work done for the private sector has risen substantially over the last 
decade, from just over $220 million in September 2000 to around $5 billion in 
September 2009 in original terms. Work done for the public sector has increased only 


$600 million in value over the same period. 


VALUE OF WORK DONE, by Sector Westem Australia: Original 


Total e000 
For Prvate Sector 
- - - For Public Sector 


Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep Sep 
2000 «2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 208 209 


Source: Engineering Construction Activity, Australia, cat. no, 8762.0. 
This link takes you to time series spreadsheets from Engineering Construction Activity, Sep 
2009 (cat no. 8762.0). 


Previous Page Next Page 


Mining and energy 


Contents >> Mining and energy 


= MINING AND ENERGY 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Mineral and Petroleum exploration Expenditure 
Mineral production 
Energy production 
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Mineral and Petroleum exploration Expenditure 


Contents >> Mining and energy >> Mineral and Petroleum exploration Expenditure 
MINERAL AND PETROLEUM EXPLORATION EXPENDITURE 


1 SEPTEMBER KEY FIGURES 


Sep09 Jun Qtr09to Sep Qtro9 Sep Qtr 08 to Sep Qtr 09 
Total Minerals Expenditure (a) $m % change % change 


Trend estimates 261.8 -4.0 -26.8 
Seasonally adjusted estimates 275.8 3.2 -22.4 


(a) Excluding petroleum 
Source: Mineral and Petroleum Exploration, Australia (cat. no. 8412.0). 


= In seasonally adjusted terms, total expenditure on minerals exploration increased by 
3.2% in the September quarter 2009, following a decrease (3.3%) in the previous 
quarter. In trend terms, there was a decrease of 4% in the September 2009, the fifth 
consecutive quarterly decrease. 

= Mineral exploration expenditure was down 22% and 27% respectively on the same 
quarter of the previous year in seasonally adjusted and trend terms. 

=» Since December 2006 mineral exploration expenditure has consistently been over 
$200 million. 
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Source: Mineral and Petrateum Exploration, Australia, cat. na, 8422.0. 


= Original data for Western Australia indicate that exploration expenditure in the 
September quarter 2009 rose for all minerals except Iron ore. Exploration expenditure 
for Copper,as well as Silver, lead and zinc, more than doubled while for Gold, it rose by 
13%. In all cases, however, the September quarter 2009 figures were substantially 
lower than the figures for the same quarter of the previous year. 

» Expenditure on iron ore exploration ($134 million) remained steady in the September 
quarter, equating to almost 45% of the total minerals exploration expenditure in 
Western Australia. 


2 MINERAL AND PETROLEUM EXPENDITURE(a), By selected minerals: Original 


Copper Silver, lead, zinc Nickel, cobalt Gold lIronore Total minerals(b) Total petroleum 


$m $m $m $m $m $m $m 
2008 
September 11.0 13.1 90.3 75.9 153.2 383.8 539.5 
2009 
June 3.3 2.0 43.3 62.5 134.8 274.8 817.4 


September 7.9 4.4 46.1 70.7 134.2 298.9 603.9 


(a) Includes expenditure on Western Australia leases in the Zone of Cooperation Area B. 
(b) Includes minerals not listed in the table. 
Source: Mineral and Petroleum Exploration, Australia (cat. no. 8412.0). 


= Total expenditure on petroleum exploration was $604 million in the September quarter 
2009, down 26% from the previous quarter but almost 12% higher than in the 


September quarter 2008. 


This link will take you to the Excel data cube Mining and Energy 
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Mineral production 


Contents >> Mining and energy >> Mineral production 
MINERAL PRODUCTION 


3 MINERAL PRODUCTION (a): Original 


Selected minerals 


Diamonds Iron ore(b) Bauxite 
Reference period ‘000 carats ‘000 tonnes ‘000 tonnes 
2008 
September 4 839 90 458 10 211 
2009 
June 583 96 090 10 343 


September 2 449 103 516 10 500 


(a) Latest figures are preliminary and subject to revision. 
(b) For use in iron and steel making. 
Source: ABARE, Australian Mineral Statistics; ABS data available on request 


=» Diamond production has been volatile in recent quarters. Production quadrupled (in 
original terms) in the September quarter 2009, following a 87% fall in the previous 
quarter. The September 2009 figure was down by 49% compared with the same 
quarter of the previous year. 

= Production of bauxite increased marginally (1.5%) in the September quarter 2009, 
following a small decrease (-2.3%) in the June quarter. Production levels were also 
lower (-2.8%) than in the same quarter of the previous year. 

= The quantity of iron ore produced in the September quarter 2009 was almost 8% higher 
than in the previous quarter and 14% higher than in the September quarter 2008. 


This link will take you to the Excel data cube Mining and Energy 
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Energy production 


Contents >> Mining and energy >> Energy production 


ENERGY PRODUCTION 


4 ENERGY PRODUCTION: Original 


Energy 
Electricity generated Crude oil(a) Natural gas(b) 
Reference period million kWh megalitres million m3 
2008 
September 6 197 3 448 6 431 
2009 
June 5 523 4072 8 067 


September 5 382 4 306 8 183 


(a) Includes condensate. 
(b) Commercial sales plus field and plant usage. 
Source: ABARE, Australian Mineral Statistics;, ABS data available on request 


= Energy production in the form of both crude oil and natural gas increased in the 
September quarter 2009 (up by 5.7% and 1.4% respectively in original terms). Natural 
gas production was 27% higher than in the September quarter of 2008. 

= By contrast, electricity production decreased by 2.6% from the previous quarter and 
was 13% lower than in the September quarter 2008. 


This link will take you to the Excel data cube Mining and Energy 
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Tourism 
Contents >> Tourism 


we 


___| TOURISM 


This section contains the following subsection : 
Short-term arrivals on holiday 
Short-term departures on holiday 
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Short-term arrivals on holiday 


Contents >> Tourism >> Short-term arrivals on holiday 


SHORT-TERM VISITOR ARRIVALS ON HOLIDAY 


SHORT-TERM ARRIVALS(a), by air on holiday : Original 


2008-2009 Dec 08 Mar 09 Jun 09 Sep 09 Dec 09 


Countries no. no. no. no. no. no. 
VISITOR ARRIVALS(b) 
United Kingdom(c) 56 410 20 471 19 136 8 255 8 086 19 965 
Singapore 41 629 13 544 8 440 13 102 8 211 13 925 
Malaysia 28 349 7 750 6 618 10 685 7 359 8 699 
Japan 14 503 4 009 3 422 1 842 4143 3779 
New Zealand 11 404 3 048 2 369 2 945 3 763 3 126 
Indonesia 8 632 2778 1695 2 054 2 838 2 762 
South Africa 5 994 2 303 981 1 097 1149 1801 
Hong Kong(d) 5 384 1 406 1533 1 636 1 320 1 404 
United States of America 4551 1 461 1 423 998 1 380 1 990 
Thailand 3144 768 735 1 043 800 1 397 
Europe(e) 33 253 12 459 9 331 4 562 7 635 12 843 


Total(f) 235 788 76 427 62 131 52 646 51 676 77 912 


(a) Comprises travellers whose intended stay is less than 12 months. 

(b) Overseas visitors arrivals by air on holiday from selected country of residence. 
(c) Includes Channel Islands, Isle of Man and Ireland. 

(d) Special Administrative Region of China. 

(e) Excluding United Kingdom. 

(f) Total includes countries not listed. 

Source: Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia (cat. no. 3401.0) 


= Over 235,000 overseas visitors arrived for a holiday in Western Australia during the 
year ending June 2009. The top five countries of origin were the United Kingdom 
(24%); Singapore (18%); Malaysia (12%); Japan (6%) and New Zealand (just under 
5%). 

=» Almost 78,000 tourists arrived in the December quarter 2009, reflecting the state's 
popularity among visitors from the northern hemisphere as a summer or Christmas 
holiday destination. Of these 78,000 short-term visitors, 42% were from the United 
Kingdom or other European countries. 


SHORT-TERM VISITOR ARRIVALS BY AIR ON HOUDAY, Dec 08 - Dec OG-—Ongiral 


%c hange 

82 

61 

40 

2 

=4 

-22 7) a CE ED ee PE ee Ee er 
Thailand = US4&  Makysia Europe Singapore NZ Hong Kong Indon. UK Japan S$ Aftca 


Source: Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Austratia, cat. na S40LO 


= In the December quarter 2009, 1.9% more overseas visitors arrived on holiday 
compared with the same quarter of 2008. The most common country of origin was the 
United Kingdom, followed by Singapore and Malaysia. 
=» The number of Malaysian tourists was 12% higher in the December quarter 2009 
(8700) than in the same quarter of the previous year.. However, an increase in 
Malaysian visitors for the latest quarter followed a 31% drop in the September quarter. 
Holidaymakers from Thailand showed the largest proportional annual increase (82%) 
while those from the USA increased by 36%, albeit from a relatively small base. 
The largest decreases in the year to September 2009 were in holidaymakers from 
South Africa (down 22%) and Japan (down 6%). Apart from slight decreases for the 
United Kingdom, Hong Kong and Indonesia (down between 0.1% and 2.5%), the 
number of visitors on holiday increased for all other countries in the 'top ten’ list. 


This link will take you to the Statistical Summary (Economic) which includes a broader range 
of overseas arrivals and departures data. 
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Short-term departures on holiday 


Contents >> Tourism >> Short-term departures on holiday 


SHORT-TERM RESIDENT DEPARTURES ON HOLIDAY 


SHORT-TERM DEPARTURESaa), By air on holiday: Original 


2008/2009 Dec 08 Mar 09 Jun 09 Sep 09 Dec 09 
Countries no. no. no. no. no. no. 


RESIDENT DEPARTURES(b) 


Indonesia 145 381 33 932 29 148 42 219 62 048 64 668 


Thailand 55 098 13 956 9 945 13 355 16 942 14 625 
Singapore 35 241 8 946 7 493 9 914 11 245 10 581 
Malaysia 35 010 8 327 8 500 10 740 10 701 11 847 
United Kingdom(c) 31 235 5 297 3 032 10 968 11 774 7 484 
New Zealand 30 036 8 663 7 495 5 465 9 919 8 252 
United States of America 18 754 4941 2071 5 560 7 005 6 418 
Hong Kong(d) 12 280 3 753 2 146 2 623 3 096 3 509 
Japan 6 557 1 458 3 090 1 224 1 094 2127 
South Africa 5 418 1619 1070 1 520 1 445 1 823 
Europe(e) 30 543 4923 2 061 10 188 14 056 5 058 
Total(f) 472 601 116 083 89 392 128 728 166 086 157 035 


(a) Comprises travellers whose intended stay is less than 12 months. 

(b) Resident departures by air on holiday to selected country of main destination. 

(c) Includes Channel Islands, Isle of Man and Ireland. 

(d) Special Administrative Region of China. 

(e) Excluding United Kingdom. 

(f) Total includes countries not listed. 

Source: ABS data available on request, Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia (cat. no. 3401.0). 


= Of the 472,600 Western Australian residents holidaying abroad in 2008-09, almost 60% 
travelled to nearby South-East Asian countries. The top destinations were Indonesia 
(31%), Thailand (12%), Singapore and Malaysia (both over 7%). New Zealand was also 
a popular destination, accounting for over 6% of holiday departures overseas. 
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= In the December quarter 2009, 157,000 residents left Western Australia for overseas 
holidays, up by 35% on the same quarter of 2008. 

= The popular holiday destination of Indonesia received 91% more tourists from this 
state, in comparison with the December quarter of the previous year. Japan and 
Malaysia saw increases of 46% and 42% respectively. One likely contributor was the 
increased competition between airlines, and cheaper fares, to and from Perth. 

= Notable increases also occurred in resident departures to the United Kingdom (up 
41%) and USA (up 30%) since December 2008. 

=» Hong Kong and New Zealand saw a fall in Western Australian tourists, down 6.5% 
(3,100) and 5% (8,250) respectively on the same quarter of the previous year. 


This link will take you to the Statistical Summary (Economic) which includes a broader range 
of overseas arrivals and departures data. 
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Adult literacy in Western Australia (Feature Article) 


FEATURE ARTICLE 1: ADULT LITERACY IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
What is literacy? 


Literacy is traditionally thought to be the ability to read and write but, in today's increasingly 
complex society, literacy is often extended to include the "skills needed to use printed 
material encountered at work, at home, and in the community, such as reading, writing, 
numeracy, problem-solving, as well as computer literacy and computer skills." (Stats Canada: 
www.statcan.gc.ca) 


Individuals with good literacy skills are likely to enjoy better employment opportunities, higher 
income, greater social participation and an improved quality of life. "The result of poor .... 
levels of literacy is typically lifelong poverty for the individuals themselves and significant 
economic and social cost for the community as a whole." (Sidoti, 2001, p.3). Such arguments 
would suggest that ensuring adequate literacy levels in the adult population will assist in 
developing a more skilled, flexible and productive work force, as well as increasing human 
capital and the potential for economic growth. 


The perceived importance of literacy skills to the well-being of the nation is demonstrated by 
the recent initiatives of the Council of Australian Governments (COAG), which aim to reform 
Australia’s education and training systems "to boost productivity and participation in the 
economy, improve human capital outcomes for all Australians and reduce entrenched 
disadvantage in Indigenous and other communities (COAG, 2008d, p. 7)". Such recent 
initiatives include the Smarter Schools — Literacy and Numeracy National Partnership, the 
National Quality Framework for Early Education and Care; and the National Agreement for 
Skills and Workforce Development. 


Recent studies of adult literacy in Australia and overseas have sought to understand the 
relationship between literacy and the economic and social well-being of the individual. The 
2006 Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey has shown that Australians in the employed labour 
force are likely to have higher level literacy skills than those who are not employed. 
Furthermore, those with poor literacy spend more time watching television and are less likely 
to participate in both formal and informal learning activities. 


Domains of literacy 


Recent international studies have sought to measure five specific aspects of literacy, or 
literacy domains: 


*Prose literacy: the ability to understand and use information from narrative texts, including 
newspapers, magazines and brochures. 

eDocument literacy: the knowledge and skills required to locate and use information 
contained in job applications, payroll forms, transportation schedules, maps, tables, charts 
and other types of documents. 

eNumeracy: the knowledge and skills required to manage and respond effectively to the 
mathematical demands of diverse situations; for example making budgets, handling money 
and interpreting financial information such as interest rates. 

¢-Problem solving: goal-directed thinking and action in situations for which no routine 
solution is available. A typical problem-solving scenario might involve planning an interstate 
trip and family reunion, for relatives scattered around the countryside, who have individual 
preferences for the proposed activity and different appointments within the given time 
frame. Such an activity would require the individual to work through a list of systematic 
steps. 

*Health literacy: the knowledge and skills required to understand and use information 
relating to health issues, disease prevention and treatment, safety and accident prevention. 


The ABS has conducted two surveys of adult literacy in Australia. The 1996 Survey of 
Aspects of Literacy provided a profile of the nation’s literacy as part of a coordinated 
international study initiated by Statistics Canada and the OECD. More recently, the 2006 
Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey was similarly coordinated by the OECD. 


The 2006 survey collected information from Australians aged between 15 and 74 years and 
measured aspects of their prose literacy; document literacy; numeracy; and problem solving 


ability. A fifth measure, health literacy, was derived from selected items from the other four 
domains. Individual scores in each domain were measured on a scale 1 to 5, with Level 1 
representing the lowest level of literacy and Level 5 the highest level. A score at Level 3 was 
considered to be the minimum literacy required to meet the complex demands of everyday 
life. 


This article draws primarily on results from the 2006 survey although some limited 
comparisons are made with the 1996 survey results. Due to changes in methodology, only 
the prose and document literacy scales are directly comparable from the 1996 and 2006 
surveys. The article therefore presents a picture of the Western Australian population in 
terms of current literacy levels for selected domains; and compares those demonstrating 
adequate literacy skills to meet the challenges of everyday life (levels 3, 4 and 5) with those 
demonstrating inadequate literacy (levels 1 and 2) on a range of demographic and 
socioeconomic characteristics as well as behaviours, preferences and self-perceptions. 


Literacy of Western Australians 


Western Australians performed at slightly above the national average in each of the five 
literacy domains, as presented in the graph below. 
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Slightly higher proportions of Western Australians had literacy skill at Level 3 or above in 
each of the five domains in comparison with the other States and Territories except for the 
ACT, whose residents considerably outperformed those in the rest of the nation. Differences 
between the jurisdictions may reflect the relative age of their populations and associated 
factors such as years of schooling, educational attainment and whether English is the main 
language spoken at home. 


Comparison of the results from the 1996 and 2006 surveys shows that the proportion of 
Western Australians with literacy skills of Level 3 or above hardly varied in that time, 
remaining at about 55% for both prose and document literacy. 


Perceptions of literacy 


When asked to rate their reading, writing and maths skills, Western Australians tended to 
rate themselves higher than their measured literacy level would indicate. This disparity 
between measured and perceived literacy was consistent across all States and Territories. 
For example, 14% of Western Australians surveyed were assessed as having a prose 
literacy skill level of 1 but only 3% self-rated their reading skills in the lowest category (‘poor’). 
Similarly, 16% of those surveyed were assessed at level 4/5 in the prose literacy domain but 


a much larger proportion (50%) rated their reading skills as ‘excellent’. 


Skill levels by literacy domain 


The graph below shows the distribution of literacy skills, within each of the five domains, for 
Western Australians aged 15-74 years. 
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Problem solving caused the greatest difficulty for Western Australians, with more than two- 
thirds (69%) assessed as having skill levels 1 or 2, that is insufficient planning and reasoning 
ability to meet the complex demands of everyday life. Only 5% had a measured skill level of 
4 or 5 in problem solving. 


The numeracy domain had a more even distribution of scores, with similar proportions of 
individuals being at skill level 1 (20%) and levels 4/5 (16%); and similar proportions at level 2 
(32%) and level 3 (33%). Thus, just under half (49%) were assessed as having the numeracy 
skills needed for everyday life. 


Western Australians fared best in prose and document literacy, with around 56% in each 
case assessed at Level 3 or above. However in both domains there was still a sizable 
minority assessed as Level 1 (14% for prose literacy and 15% for document literacy). 


Only 5% of adult Western Australians scored a level 4 or 5 in health literacy, similar to the 
proportion for problem solving. However, there were considerably fewer Western Australians 
at the lowest skill level (16%) in health literacy than problem solving (32%), with higher 
proportions distributed across the middle levels (41% and 38% for levels 2 and 3 
respectively). 


These patterns were consistent with the survey results in other states and territories. 
Problem solving had the highest proportions of people at Level 1 or 2 in all jurisdictions and 
prose and document literacy had the highest proportions of people at level 3 or above. 


Demographic factors 


In 2006, the literacy of males and females varied according to the domain in question. 
Females were more likely than males to have a literacy level of 3 or above for prose (60% 
versus 53%), problem solving (33% versus 29%) and health (46% versus 41%) but males 
were more likely to have a literacy level of 3 or above for numeracy (53% versus 45%) and 
document (58% versus 54%) literacy. These results reflect the gender assumption often 
made that males generally outperform females at maths (and perhaps even some spatially- 


oriented tasks such as map reading) while females demonstrate considerably stronger skills 
in language. 
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Literacy was found to be lowest in older Western Australians, with those aged 65-74 years 
having the smallest proportion at skill level 3 or above (ranging from 13% for problem solving 
to 31% for prose) in all five domains. Factors contributing to this result may be the large 
proportion of migrants in this older age category (hence larger proportions of people from 
non-English speaking backgrounds) and generally fewer years of completed schooling. 


At the national level, there is some evidence to suggest that the association between age 
and literacy is, in part, a function of years of schooling. The national data (for which finer age 
breakdowns are available) show that, among persons 15-24 years, those aged 20-24 years 
were likely to perform better, in all literacy domains, than those aged 15-19 years, many of 
whom would not have completed their education. 


PROPORTION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIANS AT SKILL LEVEL 3 OR ABOVE, 
Selected domains, by Age 
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Educational Attainment 


The 2006 survey showed that literacy level generally increased as level of education 
increased. Of those Western Australians who had completed 16 or more years of formal 
education, 83% had an assessed skill level of 3 or above on the Prose literacy scale 


compared with 62% of those with 11 to 15 years of formal education and 31% of those with 
formal education of 10 years or less. 


PROPORTION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIANS AT SKILL LEVEL 3 OR ABOVE, 
Selected domains, by Years of formal eclucation 
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A further comparison of adults with and without non-school qualifications (including degrees, 
diplomas and certificates) shows that, in all domains, those with a qualification had higher 
levels of literacy than those without . The greatest difference was in prose literacy, where 
two-thirds (66%) with a non-school qualification group had a skill level of 3 or above 
compared with only 45% of those without a qualification. 


Problem solving again showed the poorest results even among people with such 
qualifications. Only a little over one third (37%) of this more highly qualified group were 
assessed as having sufficient literacy skills (level 3 or above) in problem solving. 


PROPORTION OF WESTERN AUSTRAUANS AT SKILL LEVEL 3 OR ABOVE, 
Selected domains, with and without non-scheaol qualification 
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Informal learning 


The 2006 survey collected information on participation in a range of informal learning 
activities; that is, activities undertaken with the intention to learn. Such activities could include 
visiting a trade fair or expo, attending a lecture or seminar, reading a manual, reference book 
or journal, going to a museum, watching a documentary, or doing research on the internet. 
For an activity to qualify as informal learning, the individual must be actively seeking to learn 
through the activity (that is, the learning is not just an incidental result). 


Participation in informal learning was found to be greater among Western Australians who 
displayed higher levels of literacy. Of those who reported participation in informal learning 
activities in the previous 12 months, 60% had a prose literacy level of 3 or higher, in 
comparison with only 22% of those who had not undertaken any informal learning in the 
previous 12 months. It is important to acknowledge that these results do not indicate 
causality since the link between literacy level and participation in informal learning activity 
may be a two-way process (as with other apparently related factors). That is, those with 
higher literacy skills may be more likely to seek informal learning opportunities than those 
with lower literacy skills and, in turn, those who engage in informal learning may be more 
likely to develop their literacy skills as a result of that learning. 


Labour force status 


In 2006, literacy levels across all domains were associated with labour force status. For 
example, of those in the employed labour force (full-time or part-time), 62% had prose 
literacy scores of Level 3 or above, as compared with only 40% of those not employed 
(unemployed or not in the labour force). The pattern was similar for document literacy, where 
the equivalent proportions were 63% and 37%. 


Literacy scores were again lowest in the area of problem-solving, with only 20% of Western 
Australians who were not employed assessed as having problem solving literacy of level 3 or 
higher. Better results were recorded for the employed, with 35% having the problem solving 
skills necessary to meet the complex demands of everyday life. 


PROPORTION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIANS AT SKILL LEVEL 3 OR ABOVE, 
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Income and Occupation 


Consistent with the labour force status results, a higher median income was found among 
those with higher literacy. In terms of prose literacy, for example, Western Australians with a 
score at level 1 had a median weekly wage of only $316; this compares with $577 for level 2, 
$723 for level 3, and $792 for Levels 4/5. 


In an occupational breakdown, Professionals and Managers had the highest literacy levels, 
with 86% and 68% respectively assessed as being at Level 3 or above for prose literacy. 
Machinery operators and drivers had the lowest literacy skill levels, with only 38% assessed 
as having prose literacy skills at Level 3 or above. This pattern was also observable for the 
other literacy domains, except problem solving, where technicians and trade workers had the 
poorest performance (only 16% at Level 3 or above). 


It is of interest to note that Labourers tended to perform better than Machine operators and 
drivers in all domains, perhaps reflecting a higher proportion of casual and temporary 


labourers still in full-time or part-time education in this relatively unskilled occupation group 
(For more details of the occupation categories, refer to the Australian and New Zealand 
Standard Classification of Occupations.). 


PROPORTION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIANS AT SKILL LEVEL 3 OR ABOVE, 
Selected domains, by Occupation 
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Source: Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey, State and Territory Tables, 2006 (cat. no. 4228.0.55.005) 
Leisure activities 


Western Australians with higher literacy levels were found to watch less television, read 
more, and use a computer or access the Internet more than Western Australians with literacy 
levels of less than 3. 


Of those aged 15-74 years with a prose literacy skill level of 1 or 2, 43% reported watching 
television, videos or DVDs between two and five hours per day, while 10% watched more 
than five hours per day. The comparable proportions for those with a higher prose literacy 
levels were 37% and less than 5% respectively. 


A higher proportion of those with a prose literacy skill level of 3 or above (39%) than those 
with a prose literacy skill level of 1 or 2 (18%) ‘strongly agreed’ that reading was a favourite 
activity. Similarly, of those who reported that they did not read the newspaper, 72% had 
document literacy skills of Level 1 or 2. 


Patterns of computer and Internet usage also varied with the level of assessed literacy. Of 
those with a document literacy level below 3, almost one third (32%) reported that they did 
not use these facilities whereas the comparable proportion for those with higher literacy 
levels was only 4%. 


LITERACY LEVELS BY SELECTED LEISURE ACTIVITIES, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Levels land2 Levels 3 and above All 


% % % 

Prose 

Watches TV between 2 and 5 hours per day 42.9 36.6 39.4 

Waches TV more than 5 hours per day 9.6 4.6 6.8 

Reading is a favourite activity 50.0 744 63.8 
Document 

Uses a computer or the Internet 68.0 95.8 83.5 

Source: Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey, State and Territory Tables, 2006 (cat. no. 4228.0.55.005) 

Conclusion 


Western Australians performed slightly above the national average on all of the literacy 
domains measured in the 2006 survey. However, almost seven out of ten (69%) had poor 
problem solving skills (levels 1 or 2) while, for the other four domains, approximately half ( 
ranging from 44% to 57%) were assessed as below the minimum literacy requirement 
deemed necessary to function effectively in a complex society. In addition, the prose and 
document literacy levels of Western Australians have not significantly changed between 1996 
and 2006. 


In 2006, the behavioural profile of adults with poor literacy skills was different from those with 
higher levels of literacy. Individuals with poor literacy were more likely to watch television; 
less likely to enjoy reading or use a computer or the Internet; and less likely to participate in 
both formal and informal learning activities. 


Literacy was found to be poorest in the older age groups, among those with lower levels of 
education and those who were not in the employed labour force. Lower income was also 
associated with lower literacy. 


Recent COAG agreements have targeted literacy development as an important component 
of education and workforce reform over the next few years. ABS survey findings, including 
those from the Survey of Adult Competencies, scheduled for 2011, may assist in providing 
the performance indicators required as well as the data for future evidence-based 
government policy. 
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Housing Finance - Subsidies For First Home Buyers 
(Feature Article) 


FEATURE ARTICLE 2: HOUSING FINANCE - SUBSIDIES FOR FIRST HOME BUYERS 
INTRODUCTION 


The housing market has long been recognised as having a significant impact on the 
Australian economy. With one of the highest home ownership rates in the developed world, 
Australia has had, in recent years, a number of government policies implemented to 
stimulate the construction industry and the housing market when under threat of decline. 


In the last decade, there have been two periods of change in the housing market when 
grants for first home buyers have been made available. The first initiative, the First Home 
Owner Grant (FHOG) was for owner-occupied housing and commenced in July 2000, 
coinciding with the Commonwealth government's introduction of the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST). The FHOG was introduced to offset the additional cost of building a home, due to the 
GST, through a one-off payment of $7,000 to eligible first home buyers. This grant program 
was then adopted by all states and territories through their respective treasury and finance 
departments. 


The second initiative commenced in November 2008, when the global economic downturn 
caused many Australians to be unsure of where to invest their money. To reduce the impact 
of the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) the Commonwealth Government introduced the First 
Home Owners Boost (FHOB) for homes purchased after 14 October 2008 (and before 30 
June 2009). With an emphasis on stimulating construction of new dwellings, this boost was 
then extended to 30 September 2009, when it was halved until it ended on 31 December 
2009. 


In Western Australia, as in other jurisdictions, the FHOB was additional to the State 
Government's provision of the FHOG and the reduction of stamp duty for eligible buyers. The 
additional funding assisted many Western Australians entering the housing market for the 
first time, with up to $21,000 being available for those wishing to build. The FHOB was one of 
the Commonwealth's responses to the GFC, reflecting concerns about the likely effect of 
reduced residential building activity on the economy. 


The provision of first home buyer grants is only one of several factors which may impact on 
the housing market at any given time. Bank interest rates on home loans are one of the 
critical factors, with lower interest rates enabling home buyers to service relatively larger 
loans. Since the official cash interest rate is set by the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) and 
housing loan interest rates are set by the various lending institutions, these are outside the 
direct control of State and Commonwealth Governments. As shown below, the movement in 
interest rates in late 2008 was different from that in 2000 when the first home buyer scheme 
was implemented. 


This article presents an analysis of the impact of first home buyer grants on the Western 
Australian housing finance market over the last decade, while highlighting some other factors 
such as changes in loan interest rates. The data used in this article are monthly owner- 


occupied commitments data from Housing Finance, Australia (cat. no 5609.0) for the period 
from January 2000 onwards. Although seasonally adjusted and trend data on first home 
buyers are available at the national level, comparable data for the states and territories are 
not and, therefore, original data only are used in this analysis. 


BACKGROUND TO THE HOUSING MARKET 


In the past decade, there has been a significant growth in mortgage loans due to factors 
affecting both supply and demand. The growth in the supply of mortgage loans was the result 
of innovation in the financial markets and competition between mortgage providers. The most 
significant innovation was securitisation, whereby lending institutions remove mortgages from 
their balance sheets by selling them to special purpose vehicles (usually a trust), which 
finance purchases by issuing debt. The cash proceeds from the sale are then used by the 
original lending institution to make additional lending. The growth in securitisation resulted in 
an increase in the number and type of institutions involved in financing home loans beyond 
traditional lenders, which contributed to a greater variety and flexibility of loan products on 
offer and increased competition between lenders. 


On the demand side, average mortgage loan size has increased markedly due to an 
increase in housing prices, especially in Perth and other capital cities, where sustained 
economic growth during the period of the resources boom continued until 2007. In addition, 
incentives offered by the Commonwealth and State and territory governments, in the form of 
the first home buyer scheme and a series of stamp duty concessions for first home buyers, 
increased demand for owner-occupied housing, while borrowing for investment housing was 
stimulated by tax incentives, such as depreciation allowances and lessening of capital gains 
tax. These incentives, along with an economic climate of relatively low interest and 
unemployment rates, contributed to households’ willingness to significantly increase their 
indebtedness. 


FIRST HOME BUYERS 
Number of Loan Commitments 


One way of assessing the impact of first home buyer grants is through a comparison of the 
number of housing finance commitments (loan approvals) in the months before and after the 
introduction of the grants. The table below shows an increase in the number of new 
commitments following the introduction of each grant. In Western Australia, the 
implementation of the grant in July 2000 was followed by a 91% increase, from the previous 
month, in the number of commitments to first home buyers, while the November 2008 grant 
was accompanied by a much smaller increase (6%). 


The difference in the size of these two increases in first home buyer loans can, in part, be 
related to the economic climates prevailing in 2000 and 2008. In July 2000, the impact of the 
GST on the cost of new residential building appears to have been mitigated by the $7,000 
grant to new home buyers. By contrast, the global financial downturn of 2008 initially brought 
about a crisis of confidence among home buyers, which continued until the government 
stimulus packages and lower interest rates took effect. This manifested in many would-be 
home buyers deciding to postpone their entry into the housing market despite the further 
boost in the grant to first home buyers. 


First Home Buyer Commitments, Western Australia, 2000 and 2008 


June 2000 July 2000 Change Oct2008 Nov 2008 Change 


no. no. % no. no. % 
Housing Loan 776 1 481 90.9 1 307 1 384 5.9 
Commitments 
Average Loan 117.1 114.4 -2.3 266.4 281.7 5.7 


Size ($'000) 


Source: Housing Finance, Australia (cat. no 5609.0) 


Average Loan Size 


The average housing loan commitment size is determined by both the number of 
commitments and the size of the aggregate value of the loan commitments. While 
commitments to first home buyers might be expected to decrease, on average, by an amount 
equivalent to the grant received, this assumes no other mitigating circumstances such as 
changes to the tax system (e.g. GST), interest rates or house prices due to rises in building 
costs or changes in buyer demand. Following the introduction of the FHOG in July 2000, a 
small decrease (2%) in the average loan size of first home buyers did occur in Western 
Australia, notwithstanding the introduction of the GST. It is noteworthy that the average home 
loan interest rate remained steady at 7.80% in the month the FHOG was introduced. (While 
interest rates did increase slightly in the following months, there was a corresponding 
decrease in the average loan size. By October 2000 the number of first home buyer 
commitments had reduced to 1,204 and the average loan for these borrowers was $107, 
200.) 


In contrast, the introduction of the FHOB grant in late October 2008 was associated with an 
increase in average loan size. This increase was particularly pronounced in Western 
Australia, where the average size of the first home buyer loan rose immediately by almost 
6% to $281,700. At the same time, the average interest rate dropped between October and 
November from 8.35% to 7.75% and continued to fall for a further seven months, reaching a 
record low of 5.75% in April and May 2009. This would be expected to have some impact on 
the borrowing capacity of first home buyers. 


The following graph shows average home loan interest rates over the last decade and is 


based on average standard variable rates offered by the four major lending institutions in 
Australia. 


BANK STANDARD VARIABLE RATE 
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Source: Reserve Bank of Australia (Table FS) 


NON-FIRST HOME BUYERS 


Number of Commitments 
Among non-first home buyers, the number of new home loan commitments in Western 


Australia fell by 13% in July 2000, the month in which the FHOG was introduced, with a 
similar pattern of a fall of 15.7% occurring in 2008 with the introduction of the FHOB. 


Non-First Home Buyer Commitments, Western Australia, 2000 and 2008 


June 2000 July 2000 Change Oct2008 Nov 2008 Change 


no. no. % no. no. % 
Housing Loan 4 455 3 862 -13.3 5 359 4518 -15.7 
Commitments 
Average Loan 116.5 118.1 1.4 259.6 248.2 -4.4 


Size ($'000) 


Source: ABS publication, Housing Finance, Australia (cat. no 5609.0) 


Average Loan Size 


The average loan size for non-first home buyers increased marginally by 1.4% in 2000 after 
the introduction of the FHOG. In contrast, after the introduction of the FHOB in 2008 the 
average loan size decreased by 4.4%, which perhaps reflects the impact of the GFC on the 
mind set of the non-first home buyer. 


COMPARISON OF FIRST HOME BUYERS AND OTHER BORROWERS 
Proportion of Loan Commitments 


One consequence of government intervention in the housing market in the last decade 
appears to have been an increase in the number of loan commitments to first home buyers 
as a proportion of the total number of commitments. The graph below shows this proportion 
over the last 10 years, with pronounced peaks in the 2000-01 and 2008-09 financial years at 
both the state and national level. For example, in the first six months after the introduction of 
the government grant in November 2008, the proportion of loans to first home buyers 
(excluding re-financing) in Western Australia grew from just over 30% to a record 43%. 
During both periods (2000-01 and 2008-09) the steep growth in the proportion of first home 
buyers can reasonably be assumed to be a direct consequence of the grants available at the 
time and the knowledge of their systematic wind-down by December 2009. 


FIRST HOME BUYERS, AS PROPORTION OF HOUSING PURCHASE COMMITMENT 
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Source: Housing Finance, Australia (cat. no 5609.0. Origine) 


Loan Size Comparisons 


In March 2008, the average loan size for first home buyers was $234,400, compared with 
$239,800 for non-first home buyers. Since that time, these figures have shown an increasing 
divergence, with loans to first home buyers outstripping those of non-first home buyers. By 
March 2009 the average loan of first home buyers had increased by 25%, to $293,900 while, 
for non-first home buyers, it had increased by less than 14%, to $272,900. 


AVERAGE LOAN SIZE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
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If the effects of re-financing are removed from the non-first home buyer series, a different 
story emerges. While the average size of a first home buyer commitment has typically been 
smaller than that of a non-first home buyer, the implementation of the FHOB appears to have 
had the effect of increasing the average first home buyer commitment to a similar or higher 
level. In November 2008 the average size of a first home buyer commitment exceeded that 
of the non-first home buyer commitment for the first time since April 1992. 


AVERAGE LOAN SIZE, PURCHASE AND REFINANCE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
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In 2008 there was also a notable increase in re-financing loans as a proportion of all non-first 
home buyer loans. In January 2008, re-financing loans accounted for 42% of all Western 
Australian non-first home buyer loans. By January 2009 this proportion had risen to 48%. 
Given the RBA's move during the global financial downturn to lower interest rates, it is likely 
that a significant proportion of non-first home buyers re-financed their home loans to take 
advantage of lower interest rates, which fell from an average of approximately 9% in January 
2008 to 6% in January 2009. 


Not unexpectedly, this increase in the number of re-financed loans, together with the relative 
small size of these loans, had an impact on average loan size for non-first home buyers and 
contributed to the disparity in average loan size between these borrowers and first home 
buyers. 


Conclusion 


Both the 2000 and the 2008 grants had a positive impact on the number of housing finance 
commitments among first home buyers and thereby achieved their primary purpose of 
stimulating residential building activity. However, due to other market forces, these 
government interventions did not have the same impact on average loan size. While the 
FHOG in 2000 was followed by a decrease in the average loan size of first home buyers, the 
average loan increased in 2008 following the introduction of the FHOB. 


In 2008-09, the combination of low interest rates, grants of up to $21,000 and state initiatives 
including reduced stamp duty, enabled an increase in the amount eligible first home buyers 
could borrow from lending institutions. In November 2008, the average loan size of first home 
buyers exceeded that of non-first home buyers for the first time. In addition, declining interest 
rates between November 2008 and June 2009 enabled other home buyers to re-finance their 
existing home loans, with a consequential downward effect on the average loan size of non- 
first home buyers. 


While government initiatives such as the FHOG and the FHOB clearly influenced the housing 
market, grants to first home buyers have now been phased back. On 1 October 2009, the 
total grant was reduced to $14,000 for new homes and to $10,500 for established homes. On 
1 January 2010, the grant was further cut back to pre-2008 levels ($7000 for both new and 
established homes). These reductions in the grant have been accompanied by a drop in new 
housing loan finance commitments. In November 2009 total commitments in Western 
Australia fell by 3.6% in original terms (which translates to a fall of 2.5% in seasonally 
adjusted terms). For first home buyers the comparable fall was 10.8% in original terms (with 
seasonally adjusted figures not being available). 


Although movements in interest rates will impact on the demand for housing loans in 2010, 


the prevailing economic conditions, as well as the introduction or reduction in government 
initiatives, will have a significant impact on trends in housing finance. 
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History of Changes 
History of Changes 


16/07/2010 

The following change was made to the Number of dwelling units and stage of production and 
Engineering construction activity topic within the Construction chapter. The footnote in the 
September Key Figures table for Engineering Construction was updated to reflect the correct 
reference year for chain volume measures. 


24/03/2010 
The following topics were updated: 


Statistical Summary 

Average Weekly Earnings (Employment and Earnings) 
Labour Force Status (Employment and Earnings) 

Industry of Employment (Employment and Earnings) 

State Final Demand (State Accounts) 

Private New Capital Expenditure (Investment and Finance) 
Building Approvals (Construction) 


The data cube Summary of Statistical Indicators (Economic) was updated with the most 
recent statistics on the above topics. The data cube Links to ABS data for WA was also 
updated. 


10/03/2010 

The following topics were updated: 
Statistical Summary 

New Motor Vehicle Sales (Consumption) 
Wage Price Index (Prices) 

Lending Finance (Investment and Finance) 


The data cube Summary of Statistical Indicators (Economic) was updated with the most 
recent statistics on the above topics along with a more detailed breakdown of quarterly and 
annual changes for the Wage Price Index by Sector. The data cube Links to ABS data for 
WA was also updated. 


24/02/2010 

The following topics were updated: 

Statistical Summary 

Labour Force Status (Employment and Earnings) 
Housing Finance Commitments (Investment and Finance) 
Short-term Visitor Arrivals on Holiday (Tourism) 
Short-term Resident Departures on Holiday (Tourism) 


The data cube Summary of Statistical Indicators (Economic) was updated with the most 
recent statistics on the above topics. This data cube was expanded to include a broader 
range of overseas arrivals and departures data while the data cube Links to ABS data for WA 
was also updated. 


28/01/2010 
New topics were added, including life expectancy and fertility, with links for each topic to 
related WA data. 


The data cube Summary of Statistical Indicators (Social) was expanded to include a broader 
range of population indicators including life expectancy, fertility, mortality, with some 
Indigenous data. A new data cube containing links to all related WA data previously released 
on the ABS website was introduced. 

This was the final release of the publication on a quarterly basis. From February 2010, 
Western Australian Statistical Indicators will be updated progressively as new data become 
available. 
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Data Cubes (I-Note) - Data Cubes 


The Data Cubes for the Summary of Statistical Indicators (Economic) and Links to ABS Data 
for WA have been updated as of 24/03/2010. The topics updated are Average Weekly 
Earnings; Labour Force Status; Industry of Employment; State Final Demand; Private New 
Capital Expenditure and Building Approvals. 
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